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Bitter Sweet 


By Mary Louise Leonard 


T MATTERS not how bitter are the dregs 
that I must sup, 
Nor yet how many times my slender gob- 
let be refilled ; 
If to my trembling lips He holds the cup, 
The last drop will be nectar—God-distilled. 


we 


Sister Abigail's Home-Going 
“Sister Abigail” Luffe was known 
and loved by a great multitude on earth 
—and is known and loved in Heaven. 
She passed peacefully into the presence 
of her Lord from her home in Buffalo, 
N. Y.,on May 30, just ten days before she 
would have had her eighty-firste birth- 
day. Her life of Christian service has 
been a continual romance and miracle 
of God’s providing grace in response. to 
her loving and unfailing faith. She was, 
in a real sense, a “George Mueller” in her 
conduct of her El Nathan Home in Buf- 
falo, an institution for the care of invalid 
and aged women. The Buffalo Courier- 
Express, reporting her death, said: “A 
lovable little old lady, with merry eyes, 
a chuckling voice, and a remarkable per- 
sonality, Mrs. Luffe founded the home 
in 1901 on her faith in God and a single 
$1 bill. She continued its operation until 
her death.” Sister Abigail’s many tracts 
and books, of world-wide circulation, have 
~been channels of blessing to countless 
numbers. One of these gives miraculous 
experiences of answeréd prayer under 
the title, “Little Is Much If God Is in It.” 
A tract tells how Queen Victoria was 
brought, by a letter from Mrs. Luffe’s 
father John Townsend, a humble min- 
ister in England, to full and unquestion- 
ing assurance of her salvation. The Edi- 
tor of THE.SuNDAY ScHooL Times.had the 
blessing and privilege of Sister Abigail’s 
personal friendship, and he has a letter 
from her authenticating the accuracy of 


the incident of the letter from her father 
to the Queen, together with the Queen’s 
reply, who wrote to John Townsend: 
“Your letter of recent date received, and 
in reply would state that I have care- 
fully and prayerfully read the portions 
of Scripture referred to. I believe in the 
finished work of Christ for me, and trust 
by God’s grace to meet you in that Home 
of which He said, ‘I go to prepare a place 
for you.’ (Signed) Victoria Guelph.” And 
now Sister Abigail, and her father John 
Townsend, and Queen Victoria, and 
many others, saved by Mrs. Luffe’s faith- 
ful testimony, are rejoicing together in 
the presence of their Lord. 


yA 
Criticism’s Excellent Oil 


Criticism may be the very blessing 
we need today. Only one Man has ever 
lived who could never justly be criti- 
cized. The rest of us deserve it and 
need it. Have we learned to be thank- 
ful for it, even when it hurts? David 
was a great and wise and righteous king, 
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specially honored of God—yet David 
needed criticism, and this is what he 
said about it: “Let the righteous smite 
me; it shall be a kindness; and let him 
reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, 
which shall not break my head” (Psa. 
141:5). Righteous Nathan smote David, 
on one occasion, by a sorely needed criti- 
cism that broke David’s heart — but not 
-his head. The way David took this 
criticism has been a blessing to un- 
counted thousands ever since he wrote 
the 5lst Psalm. And on lesser matters 
than David’s great sin we all need the 
checking and correcting and safeguard- 
ing of criticism. We can also benefit 
by criticism that comes, not from right- 
eous people but from those who are un- 
righteous; criticism given not in a kindly, 
loving spirit but in a bitter, sharp spirit. 
Let us look to God to enable us to pay 
no attention to the spirit in which criti- 
cism comes, or even to the source from 
which it comes, but vether to take it as 
a call fr t 
and look t 

ways need 





Are We Giving Sacrificial ly? 


A testimony from a missio 


society was over, and we were 

busily chatting and visiting as a 
social hour was enjoyed. A fine looking 
group of women it was — well. educated, 
well dressed, well fed. Many showed 
evidence of having paid recent visits 
to the hairdresser; none looked as if she 
were really needing the extra calories 
even our light refreshments afforded. 
The conversation turned’ to church fi- 
nances. How could we pay off our church 
building debt? Why was it so difficult 
to find money to carry on the mission 
work of the church? Missionaries had 
been recalled, schools closed, and native 
evangelists dismissed, because of lack 
of funds. Some one mentioned the ser- 
mons our pastor had recently been 
preaching on the duty and blessedness 
of tithe giving. 

“But we can’t afford to give the tithe,” 
remarked Mrs. Burke. “The depression 
may be over, but my husband’s salary 
has been cut twice, and with the two 
girls in college, and Jimmy outgrowing 
his clothes faster than we can buy them, 
I just can’t make ends meet.” 

“Anyway, we aren’t required to give 
the tithe,” added Mrs. Winston. “That 
was the Old Testament law, and is not 
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crificiall Y, [ersay 
Mise + on MASS 
required of us who are in the New Dis- 
pensation. I believe in giving as and 
when one is able to give.” 

I remembered the words of an old 
pastor who, when the offering was 
lifted, had once prayed: “Lord, these 
are but the waste drops from an over- 
flowing cup; teach us the joy of sacri- 
ficial giving.” 

My thoughts also went out to Saidan, 
a poor woman I had once known in 
India. She was one of the despised, out- 
caste untouchables, who, with her hus- 
band Buta, had, with a number of their 
village neighbors, been baptized as 
Christians. Saidan and Buta could re- 
member the day when, trembling with 
fear, they had seen the village pastor 
strike down the ugly mud Bala Shah, 
which had been the sweepers’ idol, wor- 
shiped and feared. True, they were 
now naming Christ as their God, but 
had not their parents, and grandparents, 
worshiped Bala Shah? It was hard to 
break away from the customs of gener- 
ations, and to view without alarm the 
destruction of that which, they knew in 
their hearts, was only an ugly mud pile 
—and yet, might it not have some power 
after all? 

Some years later Buta found employ- 


‘s * 








410 * 


ment with the missionaries, as a sweeper. 
Saidan helped him now and then, as 
did also the older children. But one 
summer Buta fell ill and died, leaving 
Saidan with six children to care for. 
It seemed an impossible task, but I never 
heard Saidan complain or murmur at 
her hard lot. Day after day she and the 
older boys attended to the work in our 
house, and besides, her basket and broom 
(the badge of her servitude) balanced 
on her head, she would trudge patiently 
to the city, to find work as she could 
in some of the homes there. For this 
menial labor she would receive perhaps 
some cast off clothes, perhaps some food, 
perhaps a little money. For her service 
to us she was paid ten rupees a month, 
a rupee being equivalent to one-third of 
a dollar. 

In those days a special effort was be- 
ing made in our Indian church to per- 
ssuade its members to adopt the custom 
of tithe paying, and so become more 
truly partners in God’s service. Many 
pledged themselves to pay one-tenth of 
their income into the Lord’s treasury. 
Among these was Saidan. She could 
neither read nor write, but made her 
mark on the pledge card, in lieu of her 
signature. We wondered if she really 
understood what it meant. But as I hap- 
pened at that time to be treasurer of 
our local congregation, I can testify that, 
even though times were hard, and famine 
prices prevailed, and there was rarely 
enough to eat in the house, as regularly 
as Saidan was paid her ten rupees for 
the month’s service, just so faithfully 
did she hand one back to be used in the 
Lord’s work. 

We had a women’s missionary society 
in the congregation. Most of our women 
were more or less educated —the pas- 
tor’s and evangelists’ wives, the intelli- 
gent and consecrated doctor’s assistant, 
the hospital nurses, the Bible women, 
and the trained teachers in our girls’ 
school. Some of these women had un- 
usual training; others could at least read 
and write, and all were perfectly cap- 
able of leading a meeting. There were 
a few others, such as Saidan, illiterate, 
humble, content to sit on the floor while 
the rest occupied chairs or benches. 
Every year it was the custom to have 
a thank-offering meeting, and in prep- 
aration for it, months beforehand, each 
woman was given a small earthenware 
jar, closed except for a slit in the top, 
through which her offering could be 
dropped. One year the thank-offering 
meeting was held at our house. I re- 
member how Saidan, quietly dropping 
off her shoes on the veranda, unob- 
trusively slipped into the room and sat 
down on the floor. The women were 
asked to tell their special reasons for 
thanksgiving. Some spoke of recovery 
from sickness; others of escape from 
flood when the swollen river had receded 
before reaching their. homes; others of 
the privileges of a lately enjoyed re- 
ligious convention. Afterward the jugs 
were broken and the contents counted. 
Not one of our women was rich; most 
were very poor; perhaps none so poor 
as Saidan. Some of the jugs contained 
only a small coin or two. One or two 
held as much as five or ten rupees. 
Finally Saidan’s jug was broken. The 
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coins rattled out and were counted. To 
our amazement her offering amounted 
to more than two rupees. Verily she 
had cast in more than they all. Later 
I spoke to her about it: 

“Saidan, I was so surprised and pleased 
with your thank-offering.” 

“Miss Sahiba,” she said, “you remem- 
ber when my son David was so sick we 
thought he would die? God gave him 
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back ‘to me. Could I have given. less 
than this?” 

Poor Saidan! She was physically un- 
attractive. Her eyes were weak, and 
sensitive to the bright light, so she 
squinted, and often covered them with 
her head veil. Her clothes, cheap cotton 
garments, were generally dirty. Who of 
us, I wonder, had we to do the filthy 

(Continued on page 412) 
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“Shall Never Die” — 
What Did Our Lord Mean? 


The heading of Notes on Open Letters, 
April 1, “Must All Believers Die?’ brings 
to mind a statement made by our Lord 
Jesus to Martha which I have never seen 
explained (John 11:25, 26): “He that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die.” It is 
the last statement on which I am asking 
light. I asked my Sunday school Bible 
teacher what is the difference between 
these two statements, and he said he didn’t 
know.—A Washington State reader. 


It is probable that many Christian 
people, like the Bible teacher of the 
Washington reader, have assumed that 
our Lord’s two statements to Martha 
about believers are simply two different 
ways of saying the same thing. That is, 
some have understood our Lord’s words 
to mean that one who believes in Christ, 
although before that he was. “dead in 
trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1), would 
at once receive spiritual life and then, 
because living and believing in Christ, 
he would never die spiritually, never 
die the second death. But as we study 
the passage in the light of other Scrip- 
ture, which is always the best interpreter 
of Scripture, it is plain that our Lord’s 
words were by no means mere repetition, 
but a wonderful revelation of a truth 
that is given more fully later in the New 
Testament. Dr. William L. Pettingill, 
the well-known Bible teacher and writer, 
many years ago called the attention of 
the Editor to the true interpretation of 
this passage; and some time after that 
the Editor, in conversation with Dr. C: I. 
Scofield, mentioned it, and Dr. Scofield 
seemed convinced that it was the true 
interpretation. 

John 11:25, 26, giving our Lord’s com- 
forting word to Martha, and 1 Corinthians 
15:51, 52, and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, 
must all be read together. These three 
great Scripture passages declare the 
same wonderful truth concerning be- 
lievers both dead and living at the time 
of the Second Coming of Christ. When 
Christ comes again, those who have al- 
ready died trusting in him as Saviour 
will be raised bodily from the dead; and 
those who have not died, but are living 
at that time, will never taste death but 
their natural bodies will be instantane- 
ously changed into spiritual bodies, 
“fashioned like unto his glorious hody” 
(Phil. 3:21). 

We must keep in mind that, before our 
Lord made his wonderful prediction to 
Martha, she had spoken of “the resurrec- 


tion at the last day,’”—that is, at the 
time of the Second Coming of Christ. 
Then it was that he said: “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live.” That is, he that believeth 
in me, though he have the experience 
of bodily death, yet shall have the ex- 
perience of bodily life again. “And who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me [that 
is, whosoever is living and bélieving in 
me when I come again] shall never die,” 
— that is, shall never experience bodily 
death. This whole statement of our 
Lord’s to Martha is conditioned by his 
introductory words concerning himself 
as “the resurrection,_and the life”; and 
the two statements following our Lord’s 
opening word about himself are directly 
related to the time when he will be 
manifested as “the resurrection, and the 
life,” that is, at the time of his Second 
Coming to which Martha had just refer- 
red. 


What our Lord said to Martha was 
probably not understood fully by her at 
that time, or by any.other believers then. 
But it was fully revealed to Paul as part 
of the Gospel given to him “not after 
man... but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ” (Gal. 1:11, 12). This fuller rev- 
elation is given in the two passages men- 
tioned: 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep [die], but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: 
for the trumpet shall sound, and the 
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 
we [whatever believers are living at the 
time of our Lord’s return] shall be 
changed” (1 Cor. 15:51, 52). “For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep [have 
died] in Jesus will God bring with him 
... For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: then we which are alive and’ re- 
main shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one an- 
other with these words” (1 Thess. 4:14- 
18). 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25, postpaid). 
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A sortie into the enemy's territory, armed with a mighty weapon 


With the Bible in Brussels Beer Halls 
By Miner B. Stearns, Th.M. 




















Bible Institute students came to me 

to ask if he and another student 
might not go out on Saturday evenings 
to sell New Testaments in the cafés of 
Brussels. In order that you may realize 
just what they were planning to do, I 
must explain that café in French means 
“coffee,” and hence these places are 
called in Flemish, koffie-huizen (“coffee 
houses”). However, of a Saturday or 
Sunday evening there 7s little coffee to 
be seen on the tables, but rather a large 
glass of the Belgian’s other favorite bev- 
erage, beer, in front of each customer. 
My experience of American drinking- 
places is nil, but nevertheless I venture 
to say that we have nothing in the 
U.S. A. which corresponds at all to such 
a Belgian beer hall, unless it might be 
in sections of large German population. 
A surprisingly large part of the popu- 
lation of Belgium, and of Brussels_in 
particular, makes it a rule to spend a 
number of hours in such a place each 
Saturday and Sunday evening, and col- 
porters of everything from Oriental rugs 
to candy bars find a profitable clientele 
there. So why not try selling God’s 
Word to these people, who might never 
be reached otherwise? ‘The Salvation 
Army has made a practice for years of 
selling their War Cry in this way, which 
not only gave us a good example to fol- 
low, but also had prepared the café 
patrons for our coming, since they were 
accustomed now to being approached 
with religious literature. 


Prayerful Preparation 


In spite of this, you may imagine that 
such a proposition had to be thought 
and prayed over carefully, before we 
decided to let the students go on the 
mission which the Lord had laid on 
their hearts. Not all cafés are “respect- 
able,” so our boys were warned always 
to go in pairs, and not to enter doubtful- 
looking places. Little did we realize 
what would come of it. 

The first evening they only sold four 
New Testaments, for they were not ac- 
customed to visiting beer halls, and had 
to learn the proper methods of work. 
But in four and a half months, these 
two students, sometimes accompanied 
by a third, sold 455 New Testaments, and 
over 200 copies of our Gospel papers, be- 
sides giving out hundreds of Gospels of 
John. Who can estimate the harvest 
from such a sowing? Sometimes the 
seed lies dormant for a long time,, but 
certainly some of it must fall on good 
ground, even though there be thorns 
and stony places, and the Devil’s fowl 
to see to it that the greater part is lost 
(Matt. 13). 

. Now let me take you with us as I 
accompany two young Hollanders on one 
of their recent tours. We kneel in prayer 
to commit this sortie into the enemy’s 


I AST November one of our Flemish 


Those who know George Borrow’s 
classic, “The Bible in Spain,” will 
be reminded of the experiences of 
that intrepid colporteur of a century 
ago as they read this up-to-date 
account of bold witnessing in Bel- 
gium. As many readers of the Times 
know, for more than twenty years 
the Belgian Gospel Mission, founded 
by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton, has 
been proclaiming the Good News by 
means of Scripture distribution, 
preaching halls, Gospel tents and 
cars, evangelistic literature, and the 
Bible Institute. Mr. Stearns is the 
Dean of the Institute, in which the 
teaching is carried on in the two 
languages of Belgium, French and 
Flemish. He is exceptionally well 
equipped for this work, since he is 
the son of the late D. M. Stearns, be- 
loved as pastor and Bible teacher 
and writer, and is a graduate of the 
Engineering School of the University 
of Pennsylvania (1922), and of the 
Dallas Theological Seminary, of 
which Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer is 
the President. 


In spite of the ever-present threat 
of war in Europe the Belgian Gospel 
Mission is steadily carrying on. The 
summer campaign, with tent and 
open-air preaching and the recently 
established camps for boys and girls, 
is just beginning, and the need of the 
continued support of old and new 
friends is correspondingly greater. 
Those who would like to share in the 
work may send their gifts to the 
Treasurer, Charles G. Trumbull, 325 
N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 








territory to the Lord, who is mighty in 
battle. Then we try over a few hymns 
to find one that we can sing well to- 
gether,'and decide on “There is a Green 
Hill Far Away,” in Dutch, that being the 
only language these particular boys 
know. Dutch corresponds to Flemish, 
about as does the English spoken in Eng- 
land to the English spoken in America. 
Finally we pack up our brief cases with 
twenty French New Testaments, twenty 
Flemish ones, thirty of our Gospel 
papers, and a goodly supply of Gospels 
of John, everything divided equally be- 
tween the two languages. And so we 
sally forth into the raw March evening. 

A long tram ride brings us at about 
8 P. M. to our destination, a large square 
in Anderlecht, a suburb of Brussels, 
where Flemish is the language generally 
spoken, though many people prefer to 
read in French, because their education 
happened to be in the latter language. 
I recognize the place, since I had brought 
the students out to visit the neighboring 
Erasmus Museum, installed in a house 
which the famous humanist and fore- 
runner of the Reformation had made his 





home for a year, early in the sixteenth 
century. The square is dominated by the 
beautiful Gothic church of St. Guido, 
the patron saint of coachmen, and all 
those engaged in animal husbandry. 
There is an annual procession here, 
faithfully attended by the coachmen of 
Brussels, as well as other owners or 
drivers of animals, who hope thus to 
obtain the blessing of the saint upon 
their four-footed charges, or perhaps 
pray to him for healing for some sick 
beast. At certain seasons, there are wax 
figures of various farm animals on dis- 
play in the church, and then it is cus- 
tomary for the pilgrim to come and rub 
that part of such figures which corre- 
sponds to the part of their animal which 
is sick, accompanying this act with the 
necessary prayers, and, of course, a suit- 
able amount of money. It might be 
cheaper in the end to employ a veterin- 
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Competing with a Radio 


But now the church looms dark and 
forbidding against the damp and star- 
less sky, while bright lights twinkle from 
the windows of no less than six cafés 
around the square, beckoning us to our 
work. I confess to having a feeling of 
being quite unnecessary, and very much 
out of place, as I follow my students into 
the first of these beer halls. They are 
emboldened by much experience, but it 
is all new to me. We salute the company 
of about twenty people (for most of the 
cafés in such a residential quarter are 
small), with a cordial “Goeden Avond,” 
and ask the proprietor if we may sing 
a song. This worthy, who is called in 
broad Flemish what sounds exactly like 
our American word “Boss,” looks some- 
what doubtful, for he has had itinerant 
singers come into his establishment be- 
fore. However, we assured him that 
we expected no remuneration, and he 
told us to go ahead. He did not shut 

-the radio off, but we did our best in 
spite of it. . 

In most of the cafés this vocal effort 
Was rewarded by more or less hand- 
clapping, but here the people seemed im- 
pervious. The card-players did not even 
look up, and most of the rest went on 
talking. Not even a paper could we sell, 
in fact, hardly anyone would even accept 
a free Gospel. I was glad to get out- 
side, and was not much encouraged by 
my first experience as a café evangelist. 
Before leaving our Mission headquarters, 
I had questioned whether forty New Tes- 
taments were. enough, and now I won- 
dered whether we had not brought far 
too many. “O ye of little faith”! How- 
ever, one of the boys had said a few 
simple words of testimony after our 
song, and who knows in what way the 
Lord will honor his Word? 

The next place looked even worse, for 
there seemed to be practically no one 
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within. Should we bother to enter? Let’s 
try, anyway! Sure enough, only one 
customer, and three people who belonged 
to the establishment. We didn’t sing, 
but the lone customer, who seemed quite 
friendly, perhaps partly due to what he 
had already imbibed, bought a New Tes- 
tament. The others wouldn’t even take 
a Gospel, but that was a start, and I felt 
better. 

A third café contained six people, — 
four young folks at one table with their 
beer, and a nice looking matron who 
was in charge, talking with an elderly 
gentleman. We sang our song, and said 
a few words, and then I approached the 
four young people while one of the stu- 
dents sold a Testament to the proprie- 
tress. ‘I was quickly informed that these 
young people belonged to the Catholic 
Youth, and wanted none of our litera- 
ture. I might have noticed their in- 
signia before, if I hadn’t still been a 
little nervous during the preliminaries. 
One must not be too easily discouraged, 
and so I pressed the point. 


Meeting Catholic Opposition 


The young fellow who did most of the 
talking assured me that he had a Cath- 
olic Bible at home, but had no time to 
read it much. He would in no case buy 
anything of ours. I assured him that I 
did not wish to sell him one of our 
Testaments, if he already had a Bible, 
but that he ought to read that daily. 
Did he know about the encyclical “Spir- 
itus Paraclitus” of Pope Benedict: XV, 
recommending the daily reading of the 
Bible by Catholics? He did not, and 
since it wasn’t explicitly required by 
the Roman Church, he didn’t intend to 
do it. He was almost certain of going 
to Heaven, but of course the Church 
teaches that one cannot be quite sure. 
And besides, we Protestants didn’t be- 
lieve in the Virgin, said he, which is a 
matter of great importance. I tried to 
put him straight on that point, but he 
came back with the Immaculate Concep- 
tion. He did not know that this dogma 
was first officially established by Pius 
IX in 1854, but that didn’t trouble him 
at all. (Let none of my readers confuse 
the Virgin Birth of Christ with the Ro- 
man dogma of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion of Mary, which makes her to be 
without sin.) When told that our faith 
goes back to Christ and the apostles, he 
called us way out of date, for the Ro- 
man Church has developed, and adapted 
itself to new conditions as time has 
passed, — hence the various new dogmas 
introduced from time to time. ‘This last 
was all too true; but by this time I saw 
that the argument might be interminable, 
and we had other souls to seek, who 
might be more open to the Truth. So 
with a recommendation that he place 
all his trust in Christ alone (which is 
just what most Romanists do not do), 
and a friendly handshake, we fared forth 
into the night. 

The cafés on the other side of the 
square proved more interesting. In fact, 
in number four we were offered the 
use of the piano for our song. Unfor- 
tunately, none of us could use it. After 
the song, one of my companions said a 
few words about our Lord. The “boss” 
with typical Brussels love of a joke, 
assured us that “ons Heer,” which is 
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Flemish for “our Lord,” would shortly 
be coming into the café. Just then the 
door opened, and the host announced 
“ons Heer.” It proved to be the elderly 
gentleman of the previcus café, however. 
Had he followed us, and if so why? The 
door opened again, and this time two or 
three well-dressed men appeared. Mine 
host greeted them cordially, and intro- 
duced us to one of them as “ons Heer.” 
Yes, said this gentleman, he was really 
and truly “ons Heer,” and seemed to en- 
joy the situation immensely. Our mysti- 
fication was finally dissipated when we 
found out that the man’s name was 
“Heer,” just as we have in English peo- 
ple by the name of Lord. At any rate, 
every one in the café was very good- 
humored and friendly, and we sold sev- 
eral New Testaments. Some of the peo- 
ple ‘preferred to talk French, which was 
very agreeable to me, for I am much 
more at home in that than in Flemish, 
especially Flemish with a Brussels ac- 
cent. This quite broke the ice, and from 
then on I really began to enjoy the eve- 
ning, even though you can hardly expect 
a teacher to make a good salesman. 

As the number of cafés visited in- 
creased, the impression made became less 
and less vivid, and finally we even lost 
count of how many we had “done.” It 
was at least twelve, however, and all 
either on that square or between it and 
the next street-car stop, or in other 
words, all within a good city block. You 
can see why our friends have not had 
to go back over the same ground twice, 
and that there is still plenty of new 
ground to be covered. I shall just give 
you one or two more high-lights of the 
evening, before bringing you back with 
us about ten-thirty, our forty Testaments 
sold out. 


A Warm Reception 


In one café, which was well occupied 
by about thirty people, two young girls 
were dancing to the music furnished by 
a radio. The “boss’”.kindly agreed to 
turn off the music when the present 
number would be finished, so we stood 
and patiently waited. Doubtless wish- 
ing to spare us the boredom of this wait, 
and perhaps picking on me because the 
tallest or the eldest, a buxom lady of 
uncertain age offered to dance with me. 
Nothing daunted, she tried the two stu- 
dents also, but with no better success. 
When we finally had our chance to sing, 
we were well applauded, and the ex- 
uberant would-be dancing partner said 
she would like the words of our song. 


. All listened most respectfully to song 


and short testimony, and we had our 
best sale of the evening in that hall. It 
appears that invitations to dance are 
quite common in this work, but it was our 
only experience on this trip. Invitations 
to drink are even more numerous, and 
one must refuse with great tact, for fear 
of insulting this friendly but sensitive 
folk. One student tells of the time he 
sat down to talk to an inquiring soul, 
and before he knew it he found a mug 
of beer placed before him, ordered un- 
observed by his generous new acquaint- 
ance. This difficult situation was hap- 
pily solved by the proprietor himself 
drinking the beer, to the satisfaction of 
all concerned. 

Only in one café did they refuse us 
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permission to sing, but we gave out a 
few Gospels, and ended up by receiving 
a gift of a franc from the proprietress. 
As this is just the price of a New Testa- 
ment (the selling-price, that is, for the 
cost is greater), we urged her to accept 
one, and she promised to read it. 

To put the final stamp of God’s bless- 
ing upon our little evangelistic effort, 
the following incident occurred in the 
street-car which brought us back to 
headquarters. 

Our Testaments were gone, but we 
still had some Gospels, which we gave 
out to our fellow passengers. This 
opened up a conversation with a young 
couple, and brought out the fact that 
the young mother had formerly been in 
contact with one of our Mission posts 
fifty miles away, before her marriage. 
We had no time to find out more than 
her name, but as the former pastor of 
that post is now located in Brussels, we 
hope that the contact will be renewed 
and may bring fruit for eternity. 

It now remains for us to pray for this 
seed which we have sown, and for that 
which we hope will be sown in the same 
way this autumn, when the students re- 
turn to Brussels after their summer’s 
work in the tents and in the Provinces. 
The needs are tremendous, and the 
laborers are few. “Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest.” 

BRUSSELS. 

ve 


Are We Giving Sacrificially? 
(An editorial from the second page) 


work of a sweeper, would be cleaner, 
especially if we had no change of cloth- 
ing? She seemed stupid. Her mind, dull 
by reason of generations of downtrod- 
den ancestors, was unable to grasp many 
things we should have liked to teach 
her. But how often, here in America, 
have I longed for Saidan’s kind fingers 
to ease a headache, or the weariness of 
a tired body, with her gift of patient 
massage! It was not designated in the 
bond that massaging be part of Saidan’s 
service to us. Her own poor body must 
often have ached from weariness, but 
she counted thus helping us a service 
of love, and did it gladly. She knew 
little of theological doctrine; indeed, not 
even so many Bible stories as did some 
of her own children. But this she did 
know: the Lord Jesus had died for her 
on the cross, and she gave him the love 
of her loyal heart, and trusted him to 
supply her need, and served him as she 
could. 

Poor Saidan, did I say? 
poor now! Here she gave out of her 
poverty, poverty such as none of us 
know anything about, not only offerings 
of copper and silver; first of all she gave 
her own self to the Lord. And now the 
riches of a child of the King are hers! 
Some years ago she was called away 
from her humble, earthly home, to the 
heavenly mansion prepared for her. And 
when I reach Heaven, I expect to see 
Saidan there, her weariness vanished in 
the rest that belongeth to the people of 
God, her eyes alight with beholding the 
King in his beauty, her soiled garments 
changed to robes washed white in the 
blood of the Lamb! 


She is not 
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Eighty-seven American prisons are 
now using the “Bible Course for 
New Christians,” and 189 prisoners have 
received certificates for completing the 
work. These students become personal 
workers. A man under sentence in the 
Los Angeles County jail led 51 souls to 
Christ. Another teaches a class of 35 
fellow prisoners and has won 10. Art 
Marron, a Filipino who srent five years 
in San Quentin Prison, received his en- 
tire religious education through the Bible 
Correspondence Courses. He is now 
preaching day and night in the smaller 
towns of the Philippine Islands and es- 
tablishing Bible classes wherever he 
goes. On his last trip to a little town 
in the mountains, which he reached by 
a cart drawn by a carabao (a water buf- 
falo), 18 souls accepted Christ and 
were baptized. He writes me that he has 
started Bible classes in nearly all the 
towns of Eastern Pangasinan. At a re- 
cent Bible conference the correspondence 
booklets were distributed and as a re- 
sult, later, 27 Bible women (Sunday 
school teachers) completed the course. 
Robert S. James, a prisoner in San 
Quentin, writes:. “Christ has come into 
my heart to dwell forever. He has taken 
every unclean thing out of my life and 
has used me to lead many souls to him. 
There are about twenty men in my tank, 
all the time, most of them murderers. 
I have never failed to tell a single one 
of them what my blessed Lord has done 
forme. We have a prayer meeting every 
night. When men are on trial we pray 
in relays, two men praying thirty min- 
utes at a time. Salvator Corona is a 
Mexican, one of the sweetest Christians 
I have ever seen. He is going back to 
Mexico to preach to his people. The 
Lord used me to lead Corona to him.” 


Perverting History.—Dr. F. C. Grant 
of Union Theological Seminary tells us 
that the Jews did not crucify Jesus. Of 
the narrative where Pilate washes his 
hands and the Jews cry out, “His blood 
be upon us and on our children,” he says, 
“That surely is dramatization, not his- 
tory.” 

So it was Pilate and the Romans who 
were responsible! The argument re- 
sembles the classical Roman Catholic 
explanation and excuse for the burnings 
and wrackings and butcheries of “here- 
tics.” “The Church” did not do it. It 
merely handed its poor victims over to 
the “secular arm,” the governmental 
authorities, which did the unpleasant 
work for it. 

This is not the first time this thesis 
has been propounded by an American 
theological professor. In a superbiy pub- 
lished volume Dr. Conrad Moehlmann 
of the Rochester Seminary also defended 
it. The B’nai Brith Anti-Defamation 
League is conducting a campaign on the 
same lines. It describes the Passion Play 


Praien Prison to Mission Field.— 


as “a vicious anti-Semite diatribe.” Pub- 
lishers have been interviewed and forced 
to alter accounts of the crucifixion which 
affirm Jewish guilt (B’nai Brith Maga- 
zine, November, 1937). “The League im- 
mediately brought this to the attention 
of the publisher and pointed. out that 
‘the great weight of scholastic opinion 
denies that Jesus was crucified by Jews.’ ” 

The Anti-Defamation League at its fif- 
teenth General Convention in 1938 
authorized “the raising of an emergency 
budget of $500,000.” It is working in 





A Growing Mission 





in Ruanda 





It is interesting to note a distant 
ramification of Mr. Moody’s min- 
istry. As a result of his meetings 
in English universities the well- 
remembered Cambridge Seven 
went to China under the China In- 
land Mission. Among these was 
Stanley Smith who served a life- 
time in Shansi. Mr. Smith’s son, 
Dr. A. C. Stanley Smith, was born 
in China and educated in medicine 
in Cambridge University and St. 
George’s Hospital, London. During 
the war he served as surgeon in 
France and in Uganda and then, 
with another young surgeon, Dr. 
Leonard Smith, started a mission in 
Ruanda in Central Afsica. This has 
steadily grown until today there are 
seven stations with nearly fifty 
missionaries. Each station has its 
physician. There are 800 native 
evangelists and teachers and a Chris- 
tian following of some 35,000. This 
is the result of twenty years pioneer- 
ing. The whole of the New Testa- 
ment has been translated into the 
Ruanda language, as well as the 
Psalms, the Pentateuch, and Ruth; 
also “‘Pilgrim’s Progress,” a modi- 
fied prayer book, a book on the Ro- 
man controversy entitled “The One 
Mediator,” and about 150 hymns. 











close relations with the National Confer. 
ence of Jews and Christians and the 
Federal Council of Churches. 


Some “Divines.”—It is reported that a 
Japanese Modernist pastor who had 
named the Emperor of Japan as a fourth 
member of the Trinity has been im- 
prisoned for insulting the Mikado in 
placing him after the Trinity. From 
Brookline, Mass., comes another story. 
In this region they teach “the divinity 


of man,” and Walter De Voe of the Eloist 
ministry takes the old Unitarian phrase 
seriously. He says of himself: 

“I have inspired victorious immortals 
of hundreds of thousands of years’ ex- 
perience to come close to earth and. or- 
ganize My administration among men. 
Now is the beginning of the new heaven 
and the new earth. Again I walk and 
talk with My servants on earth. My 
tabernacle is filled with My glory so 
that all may learn of Me and fulfill My 
will on earth as My angels fulfill it in 
heaven. - 

“T AM 
“The Voice cf the Almighty 
“Walter de Voe.” 

These claims are hardly larger than 
those of Pope Pius XII. When the tiara 
was pressed on Cardinal Pacelli’s head 
he was announced to be “ruler of the 
world and vicar of Christ on earth.” 


A recent humiliation to Jewry was 
the Arab assault on the Wailing Wall 
at Jerusalem. This is described in the 
daily, Hatzofe. 

“Two hundred psalm-books, damp with 
the tears of those who have wept at the 
sole remnant of our glory — the Western 
Wall, were destroyed by fire; the Ark 
of the Covenant (sic!), which only 
occupied a small, modest place on the 
pavement in front of the Wall, was 
smashed to pieces; the lamp, whose 
flicker but faintly recalls the light which 
went forth from this place, was de- 
stroyed; and even the stones which are 
part of the Wall itself were desecrated. 
. . . If we had to prove the justice of 
our contentions against the terrorists, we 
could alone point to this offence. 

“But the nations will not hearken. 
They acknowledge the sacredness of the 
site above the Wailing Wall (the Dome 
of the Rock) to which deference is paid 
even though a deadly bullet may’be fired 
from it. This difference between the 
care exercised over the upper sacred 
place as contrasted with the (lax) super- 
vision of the lower’shrine, adds to our 
protests as well as to our griefs.” 


The Negro Scripture Mission, under 
the lead of the Rev. Louis Jacobsen (712 
Third St., St. Petersburg, Fla.), seeks the 
evangelization of unprivileged Negro 
communities by systematic Scripture dis- 
tribution and sound evangelical litera- 
ture. Every tenth man in the United 
States is a Negro. There are hundreds 
of thousands in the South who have 
never heard a clear presentation of the 
Gospel of God’s grace, and many have 
been misled by gross forms of supersti- 
tion. Two missionaries are at present 
working in colored schools of St. Peters- 
burg. The plan is to give a Gospel of 
John for memorizing John 3:16 and 5: 
24. When the school children have read 
this Gospel through once, and memorized 
eighteen more verses which emphasize 
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the plan of salvation, they receive a 


New Testament. Moody Colportage 
books are also placed in schools as a 
sort of circulating library. In close 
co-operation with the Negro Scripture 
Mission are two prayer bands working 
at Starkville, Miss., and Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


The Threat to Ecclesiastical Wealth.— 
The Roman Catholic Church in Germany 
is said to have twenty billions of 
property. This must be a great temp- 
tation to “the secular arm,” and the 
Manchester Guardian says we may ex- 
pect at any time “a national offen- 
sive” against this swollen wealth. A 
similar confiscation of monastic prop- 
erty was the overture to the great 
modern history of England. Expro- 
priation of church wealth was also 
the prologue to the rise of modern 
France out of Bourbon tyranny and 
ecclesiasticism. The church wealth of 
Russia is gone. Clerical wealth was the 
real bone of contention in the Spanish 
civil war. The monkey who thrust his 
hand into the narrow-necked vase and 
grabbed a handful of nuts lying at its 
bottom had finally to choose between 
dropping the nuts or being caught with 
the vase. No church should depart from 
the injunction, “Lay not’ up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth,” if it ex- 
pects to escape from a similar dilemma. 


The Reformation Movement in Austria. 
—The Schweizerische Monatshefte is a 
Swiss Catholic publication which in 
its number for last November reports: 
“In Austria a movement away from 
Rome of epidemic proportions is go- 
ing on.” This has not awakened the 
attention in America which it de- 
serves. It is estimated that 46,000 
persons have abandoned Rome in the 
city of Vienna alone, most of them 
joining either the Lutheran or Old Cath- 
olic! churches. This has happened in 
the brief time since the overthrow of 
the Austrian government. Similar stories 
come from Styria. In five weeks 18,600 
left the Roman church in this Austrian 
province, 11,000 in Carinthia, 9,200 in Up- 
per Austsia, 9,000 in Lower Austria, 
7,000 in Salzburg, 5,800 in the Burgen- 
land, 5,400 in the Tyrol and in the Vo- 
rarlberg. 

If these reports are not exaggerated, 
and if the movement continues, we are 
on the verge of a new Reformation 
movement in central Europe. It can be 
interpreted as a reaction from the op- 
pressive régime which had controlled 
Austria since the war. The post-war 
rulers of the nation had made the Papal 
Encyclical Quadragesimo anno the foun- 
dation of Austrian government. The tem- 
per of the clerical régime can be judged 
from the following illustrations: 

The Great Austria Society, which met 
in Salzburg in July, 1937, under the 
special protection of the Archbishop of 
Salzburg, formally stated that Austria 
had but one mission, namely to be the 
Protector of Roman Catholicism. “The 





“The designation assumed by those mem- 
bers of the Roman Catholic Church who re- 
fused to accept the decrees of the Vatican 
Council of 1870, defining the dogma of papal 
infallibility, and ultimately set up a separate 
ecclesiastical organization on the Episcepal 
model,” —Encyclopsedia Britannica. 
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Golden Book of National History,” by 
J. A. Lux, glorified Romanism in Aus- 
tria, and this book was made a textbook 
in Austrian schools. 

Evangelical children were forced to 
stand with others when the streets were 
lined and to sing the Hymn to the Pope. 
On special occasions they were obliged 
to attend Roman Catholic services. To 
obtain positions in the government, rec- 
ommendation from a priest was required. 
Young university men preferred to re- 
main unemployed rather than to submit, 
and many went abroad to work. The 
fearful economic depression was used as 
an instrument of oppression and con- 
version. Relief was in the hands of the 





A Thorny Hedge 
for Palestine 








The Jews have put up a wall of 
barbed wire, ten feet high and from 
two to six yards wide, running for 
65 miles along the northern fron- 
tier of Palestine and shutting off the 
entry of Arab terrorists from Lebanon 
and Syria. It runs 25 million yards 
and cost $500,000. It is strung on 
triangular steel rods embedded in 
concrete and was built under the 
direction of Mr. Hacohen in three 
months by a thousand Jewish work- 
men under the protection of two 
hundred Jewish police. Food was 
brought hot in thermos containers 
from Haifa, 75 miles away. Six 
hundred tons of the wire was wire 
that had been ordered by Italy for 
the Abyssinian war but was unde- 
livered. The Arabs destroyed parts 
of the wall during its construction, 
but explosive mines soon wearied 
them. 


The Jewish Wall runs from the 
Mediterranean to the bottomless 
marshes of Lake Hule and thence 
to the Sea of Galilee. Its usefulness 
has already been proved, for a small 
group of British soldters can now 
patrol the whole sealed front. An 
extension down the Jordan to the 
Dead Sea would shut out the gangs 
which still sneak in from Transjor- 
dania to war on the Jewish people. 
The 400,000 Jews of Palestine be- 
lieve that, given a free hand by the 
British Government, they could soon 
quiet this raiding warfare. 











clergy, and children in need were forced 
into Romish institutions where they were 
hectored with Romish instruction. 
Reformed Catholic working people 
were forced out of factories, and inde- 
pendent merchants and manufacturers 
found contracts going to others more pli- 
able. What happened in 1934 is a mat- 
ter of history. The clerical government, 
with papal approbation, attacked the 
model dwellings for working people in 








June 17, 1939 


Vienna. Hundreds of men and women 
were shot down and executed without 
trial. Public schools, erected by the pro- 
gressive city government of Vienna, 
were destroyed and civil marriages an- 
nulled. 

Now the reaction has come. The 
Schweizerische Monatshefte, above 
quoted, says, “The Roman Church in 
Austria is in its death agony.” Well, 
if that means that the Austrian people 
are making for freer and more evangeli- 
cal churches it is all to the good, for 
the Roman Church in Austria has during 
centuries been an instrument of oppres- 
sion and stultification. 

One of the public squares of Vienna 
has just received the name of Stefan 
Fadinger Place. Do you know who 
Stefan Fadinger was? He was an evan- 
gelical peasant leader who headed a 
great uprising of evangelical peasants in 
the revolt of 1625! Today he is being 
honored for his revolt from Rome. 


Brief Notes.—The Pasteur Institute, 
which has recently celebrated its half 
century of existence, has grown from five 
laboratories to sixty-eight. It is stated 
that the largest gifts to its work have 
come from Jewish contributors. ; 
Arrest of monks of the Servite Order, 
Innsbrueck, has been followed by the 
closing of the monastery,. which 
Buerckel, the Commissioner for Austria, 
declares “a den of vice of the first order.” 
. .. M. d@’Anjou, of the Gaspe country, 
Quebec, has with eighty former Roman 
Catholic families, joined the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada. . . .. The First Inter- 
national Leprosy Conference was held in 
Cairo with 500 delegates from fifty-five 
nations. The Egyptian government was 
the magnificent host. Among the offi- 
cial delegates were those from the 
League of Nations, the Rockefeller In- 
stitute, the British Empire Leprosy Re- 
lief Association, and the American Mis- 
sion to Lepers. There are even now 
ten million lepers in the world. ...L. L. 
Layne of Layne and Bowlder, dealers in 
irrigation pumps, Los Angeles, was for 
twenty years pastor of the Dakota Con- 
ference of the Methodist Church. Though 
in active business, he preaches three 
times weekly, and heads the Layne 
Foundation which feeds 400 men a day 
and carries on successful mission work. 
He is also president of the Los Angeles 
Commission for Jail Evangelism and di- 
rector of the Southern California Bible 
School. . .. Dr. W. E. Orchard, now a 
priest of Rome, preached in Lent at 
the Paulist Church, New York City, the 
building on Ninth Avenue which was 
constructed of the stones of the old Cro- 
ton aqueduct. . . . The Congo Mission 
News speaks of Mr. Lass’ work among 
the pygmies near Maitulu. These little 
people have built a chapel for Christian 
worship, and two hundred of them 
gather on Sundays. The building is ap- 
propriately tiny, and a white man is 
likely to collide with a cross-beam, fast- 
ened as high as little arms could reach. 
But to this people it is a building of 
cathedral proportions, the biggest struc- 
tural venture of their lives. Six of these 
pygmies have given their hearts to 
Christ, and it is expected that they will 
constitute a nucleus of an evangelistic 
band. 
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LESSON 1. JULY 2. SOLOMON: A RULER WHO BEGAN WELL 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 3: 5-15 
Golden Text.—Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart . . . that | may discern between good and bad.—1 Kings 3:9 











Kine JAMES VERSION 


1 Kings 3:5 In Gibeon the Lorp appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 

6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David 
my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in 
truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with 

- thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou 
hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

7 And now, O Lorp my God, thou hast made thy servant king 
instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know 

_not how to go out or come in. — 

8 And thy servant is in» the midst of thy people which thou 
hast chosen, a great peoples that cannot be numbered nor counted 
for multitude. 

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge 
thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who 
is able to judge this thy so great a people? 

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked 
this thing. 

11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches 
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast 
asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; - 

12 Behold, I have done according to thy word: lo, I have given 
thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none 
like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
th 


ee. 

13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, 
both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among 
the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and 
my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will 
lengthen thy days. 

15 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And 
he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace 
offerings, and made a feast to all his servants. 


% a 





AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Kings 3:5 In Gibeon Jehovah appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night; and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6 And 
Solomon said, Thou hast showed unto thy. servant David my 
father great lovingkindness, according as he walked before thee 
in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with 
thee; and thou hast kept for him this great lovingkindness, that 
thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 
7 And now, O Jehovah my God, thou hast made thy servant 
king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child; 
I know not how to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant is in 
the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, 
that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 9 Give thy 
servant therefore an 1 understanding heart to judge thy people, 
that I may discern between good and evil; for who is able to 
judge this thy ? great people? 

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked 
this thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked 
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself *long life, neither 
hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
enemies, but hast asked for thyself understanding to ‘discern 
justice; 12 behold, I have done according to thy word: lo, I 
have given thee a wise and an ‘understanding heart; so that 
there hath been none like thee before thee, neither after 
thee shall any arise like unto thee. 13 And I have also given 
thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches and 
honor, so that there ‘shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee, all thy days. 14 And if thou wilt walk in 
my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy 
father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 15 And 
Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream: and he came to 
Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, 
and offered up burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings, and 
made a feast to all his servants. 

1Heb., hearing. *Heb., heavy. 
hear. *Or, hath not been. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


3’Heb., many days. * Heb., 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


OLOMON, the son of David and 
S Bathsheba (2 Sam. 12:24)% was but 

a.young man when he ascended 
the throne of Israel just prior to the 
death of his father (1 Kings 1:32-40). 
His reign was glorious in that he con- 
served all that his father had won by 
his many conflicts (1 Kings 4:24), and 
he became famous both for his wisdom 
(1 Kings 4:30-34) and his achievements 
(1 Kings 10:26-29). His renown extended 
to all civilized lands, and for forty years 
he ruled the kingdom well, but in his 
old age he failed to rule himself. He 
who built the Temple of Jehovah (1 
Kings 6:37, 38) as a “house of prayer 
for all people” (Isa. 56:7) disobeyed the 
express word of God by taking many 
wives (Deut. 17:17), more than any who 
followed after him, and we are told that 
“his wives turned away his heart” (1 
Kings 11:3), so that he built altars to 
their heathen gods and brought down 
upon his head the indignation of the 
Lord whom he had so grievously dis- 
honored (1 Kings 11:6-8). 

His early piety gave promise of a 
godly old age, but he was unfaithful to 
the ideals of his youth, and in this he 

‘ became. a warning to all who follow 
7 after. The Book of Ecclesiastes gives 








some of his unhappy experiences, but 
indicates that he was restored in soul 
ere he passed away. 


The Historical Setting 


Solomon was the third and last king 
to rule over all Israel. According to 
the generally accepted chronology, he 
reigned for forty years, from 1015 to 
975 B. C., and was succeeded by his son 
Rehoboam, who proved to be a weak 
prince, more given to bluster than to 
sane precedure. 


. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 3:5—“Ask what I shall give 
thee.” Appearing to Solomon in a dream, 
the Lord gave him the great privilege 
of preferring some special request. He 
delights to have his children come to 


him as to a loving father to make known . 


the desires of their hearts (Psa. 37:4; 
Phil. 4:6, 7). 

Verse 6.—“Thou hast kept for him this 
great kindness.” The young king’s hu- 
mility is shown in his recognition of 
God’s goodness to his father David. He 
realized that the throne was given to 
him, not because of personal merit, but 
because God was faithful to his cove- 
nant with David (Psa. 89:3, 4; 2 Sam. 


* 7:12-15). 


Verse 7.—“I am but a little child.” 
Acknowledging his weakness, ignorance, 
and insufficiency, Solomon took the place 
where God could come in, in blessing. 
He confessed that he knew not what 


course to take as the ruler of so vast 
a kingdom. 


Verse 8.—‘Thy servant is in the midst 
of thy people.” Free from pride and 
arrogancy, he presents a delightful pic- 
ture of acknowledged weakness and de- 
pendence upon divine strength. 


Verse 9.—“Give therefore ...an un- 
derstanding heart.” Realizing the need 
of a wisdom which he did not possess in 
himself, Solomon entreated the Lord 
to grant the boon of a heart tod know 
his will and thus the understanding nec- 
essary for his great task. 


Verse 10.—‘The speech pleased the 
Lord.” God valued his contrite spirit 
and was quick to respond. He delights 
to answer the prayer of the humble. 


Verse 11.—“Because thou hast asked 
this thing.” Many a young man, placed 
in such a position as that.of Solomon, 
would have asked for long life, riches, 
or power over his enemies. That the 
king felt his need of wisdom and under- 
standing, rather than any temporal or 
material good, was evidence that he had 
learned to value the greatest things in 
life, and to esteem the favor of God 
above all else. 


Verse 12.—“I have done according to 
thy words.” The answer was in accord 
with the request. God gave to his serv- 
ant “a wise and an understanding heart” 
such as no king before him had ever 
possessed, and such as none after him 
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should ever know. His name has be- 
come the synonym for wisdom through 
all the centuries since his day (1 Kings 
4:31). In this he became a type of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the true King, 
who is the manifestation of the wisdom 
of God (Matt. 12:42; 1 Cor. 1:24). 


Verse 13.—“That which thou hast not 
asked.” It is like God to do exceeding 
abundantly above all we ask or think 
(Eph. 3:20). “There is no want to them 
that fear him” (Psa. 34:9). He can be 
depended upon to give all good things 
to those who trust him. 


Verse 14—“If thou wilt walk in my 
ways ... I will lengthen thy days.” 
Long life, too, should be his, if he did 
not turn away from the path of obedi- 
ence, but walked in subjection to the 
divine will, even as David had done 
before him. 


Verse 15.—“He ... stood before the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord.” Upon 
awaking and realizing that God had in- 
deed spoken to him, Solomon went to 
Jerusalem and presented special offer- 
ings before the ark, the symbol of the 
divine presence, thus worshiping him 
who had appeared to him at Gibeon. 
Lesson Outlines 

How To Get WIsDoM 
(Prov. 2:1-6) 

Receive God’s words (v. 1a) 

Hide his commandments with you (v. 
1b) . 

Incline the ear (v. 2a) 

Apply the heart (v. 2b) 

Cry after knowledge (v. 3a) 

Lift up the voice for understanding (v. 
3b) F 
Seek as for silver (v. 4a) 
Search as for hid treasures (v. 4b) 
. Then 

Thou shalt understand (v. 5a) 

Find the knowledge of God (v. 5b) 

He gives wisdom (v. 6a) 

From him comes knowledge and un- 
derstanding (v. 6b) 

SoLomon’s REIGN 

Anointed king (1 Kings 1:39) 

David’s charge (1 Kings 2:1-9) 

Seeking wisdom (1 Kings 3:5-9) 

Prayer answered (1 Kings 3:10 to 4: 
34) 

Building the Temple (1 Kings 5:1 to 7: 
51) 

Dedication of the Temple (1 Kings 8: 
1-66) 

The Lord’s warning (1 Kings 9:1-9) 

Failure at the last (1 Kings 11:1-43) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We are told that “the fear of the Lord, 
that is wisdom” (Job 28:28). By “fear” 
is meant, not “dread,” but “reverence 
for.” He who has regard for the Word 
of God and seeks to do his will is truly 
wise. As one walks with him, he, by 
his Spirit, gives knowledge and under- 
standing. It was this that characterized 
Solomon’s early days. In later years he 
became self-sufficient and self-indulgent, 
and so the wisest man became a fool and 
instead of being subject to the law of the 
Lord, he erred by taking the path of dis- 
obedience 4nd became the tool of design- 
ing women. His failure is recorded as 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons forthe year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. July 2.—Solomon: A Ruler Who Began 
WE OUD i's oh RURGs buh Se RRS Oe 1 Kings 3:5-15 
Third Quarter 
2. July 9.—Jeroboam: A Man with a 
Great Opportunity. ..... 1 Kings 11:26-43 
3. July 16.—Rehoboam: A Man Who 
Made a Foolish Choice. 1 Kings 12:1-20. 
4. July 23.—Asa: A Life of Trust. 
5 
6 


—_ 


2 Chronicles 14 and 16 

. July 30.—Jehoshaphat: A Life of 
Obedience ............ 2 Chronicles 17:1-19 

. August 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
1 Kings 18:1-46 

7. August 13.—Elisha: A Life of Helpful- 
EE RRC non, eee 2 Kings 5:1-27 

8. August 20.--Beverage Alcohol and the 

Community (A social aspect of the 

liquor problem). 

Joel 1:5-7; Daniel §:1-5, 17, 25-28 

9. August 27.—Uzziah: A King Who For- 
8 Bere rere ra 2 Chronicles 26 








a warning to us all. There is no safety 
except as we walk with God. Past ex- 
periences will not suffice for the present 
or insure future integrity. We need 
grace to order our ways daily by the 
revealed Word of God. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Wisdom and Knowledge. Many young 
people make the mistake of supposing 
that an accumulation of facts, or storing 
the memory with knowledge is the im- 
portant thing in preparing for a life 
career. But mere knowledge puffs up, 
we are told (1 Cor. 8:1).. What is re- 
quired is the wisdom to use knowledge 
aright. This was the quest of Solomon. 
And God granted him his desire. As 
a result, he soon became renowned for 
his ability to decide difficult legal cases 
and to solve perplexing problems. ‘“Con- 
cerning the name of the Lord,” too, he 
was given special understanding that 
he might lead others to the konwledge 
of the Holy One (1 Kings 10:1). 

Solomon’s Wisdom Available for 
Young People Today. The Book of 
Proverbs consists of maxims embody- 
ing some of the wisdom of Israel’s great 
monarch, designed particularly to guide 
the young safely through this world 
along the pathway of life. A careful 
study of this Book under the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance, and the assimilation 
of its sage admonitions and warnings 
will prove invaluable to either young or 
old. Out of Solomon’s three thousand 
proverbs (1 Kings 4:32), we have here 
a choice selection, given by divine in- 
spiration, which if heeded and obeyed 
will save from much sorrow and disap- 
pointment. : 


Practical and Personal Applications 

To all of us the voice of God comes, 
saying, “Ask what I shall give thee.” 
What answer do we make to this great 
question? 

Which concerns us most, the pursuit 


of pleasure or the effort to attain a good 
understanding? 


Riches and folly make a poor combina- 
tion. Wisdom is better than earthly 
treasure. Are we prepared to sacrifice, 
if need be, to obtain it? 

Jesus says, “Ask, and ye shall receive” 
(John 16:24). James says, “Ye have 
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not, because ye ask not” (Jas. 4:2). Have: 
we asked God for that wisdom which: 
he delights to give? 

There are two ways to learn the bit-- 
terness of departure from God. One is: 
for each to tread the thorny path for him-- 
self. The other is to learn by the ex-- 
periences and instruction of men who: 
have been over the route before us. Are: 
we humble enough to learn in this lat-- 
ter way? 

Had Solomon kept on in the spirit in 
which he began his reign, how different 
would have been his last days. Are we 
endeavoring to keep to the ideals set forth 
in the Holy Scriptures, that thus we may 
be kept from that which will bring re- 
gret and sorrow as we look back over 
our lives? 

Christ is called “the wisdom of God” 
(1 Cor. 1:24). Therefore he who would 
have the true wisdom must receive and 
be guided by him. Have we opened our 
hearts to him and subjected our wills to 
his will? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Every king in Israel was intended by 
God to be a type or forerunner of the 
true King, our Lord Jesus Christ. 


No man ever had a greater opportunity 
to glorify God than King Solomon, but 
he frittered it away by self-indulgence 
at the last. 


It is not only the young who need to 
be warned against the world and the 
flesh, but those who are old in years 
and in grace need to be ever watchful 
lest they, too, dishonor their God and 
Saviour. 


An “understanding heart” is the first: 
prerequisite for one who has to face 
heavy responsibilities in the guidance of 
others who look to him as their leader. 

When we put first things first and 
make spiritual wisdom and understand-- 
ing our aim, God will see to it that all 
else that we need is added to us. 


No one was more desirous to see Solo-. 
mon’s life a success than the God of’ 
his father David, whose prayers had! 
ascended heavenward for his son for: 
many years. 


The path of obedience is the path of' 
safety, but the road of self-will leads; 
to temporal and spiritual ruin. 

CHICAGO. 

vg 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
“oe chose Solomon to be king of Is- 
rael? 


2. To what sanctuary in Palestine did 
Solomon go to offer sacrifice after his coro- 
nation? 


3. How did the Lord speak to him there, 
and what did he say? 


4. For what boon did Solomon pray? 
5. How was his request received? 

6. What else did God promise to give? 
7. How were these promises fulfilled? 


8. When he returned to Jerusalem, what 
recognition did the king give to God for 
his goodness? 


9. How did the ark happen to be in Jeru- 


salem? 


10. Did Solomon always walk in the path 
of wisdom? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 421 of this issue. 





Lesson for July 2 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Jewels, Right and Wrong.—Give there- 
fore thy servant an understanding heart 

. . that I may discern between good 
and bad (Golden Text). In “Memories 
of Yesterdays,” by Isabella M. Alden, is 
related a story which Mrs. Alden heard 
Dr. Maud Allen, a missionary to India, 
tell. Nonine was a girl rescued among 
the famine sufferers and cared for in 
the mission. The little girl was very 
fond of jewelry and she yielded to the 
temptation to take some flour from the 
mission’s supply and trade it to a peddler 
for a shiny ring. Finally she confessed 
with great bitterness of soul, and Mrs. 
Allen said: “Finally we kneeled down 
to pray, and that little girl, just one 
year removed from the lowest depths of 
heathenism, prayed these words: ‘Oh, 
dear Lord, my Jesus, do make me care 
much less about jewels for my body, 
and much more about jewels for my 
heart.’”—Sent by W. Thorburn Clark, 
Richmond, Va. . 


A Child’s Wisdom.—Give therefore thy 
servant an understanding heart (Golden 
Text). A child in Burma was permitted 
by his parents to go to a mission school, 
because they wished him to learn to read. 
By and by they found that he was losing 
faith in idols. The father took him to one 
of the gayest of the temples and showed 
him the idol covered with gold and sil- 
ver ornaments, surrounded by flowers 
and candles and fragrant incense. “Here,” 
said the father, “is a god you can see, 
but the Christians cannot show you their 
god.” “Yes,” said the child, “we can see 
your god, but he cannot see us. We 
cannot see the Christian’s God, but he 
sees us all the time.”—From Gospel Her- 
ald. Sent by H. Ellis Lininger, St. Louis, 
Mo. 


Are We Spires?—I am but a little 
child: I know not how to go out or come 
in (1 Kings 3:7). A little boy once asked 
a minister if he could solve the following 
riddle: “Why is a Christian like a church 
spire?” The minister thought for some 
time, and then confessed his failure to do 
so. “Well,” said the boy, “the higher a 
steeple gets the smaller it becomes, and 
the nearer a Christian getS to God the 
more humble he becomes.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Evelyn Softley, 
Toronto, Can. 


Both Knowledge and Wisdom.—Lo, I 
have given thee a wise... heart (v. 12). 
A crowded gathering of distinguished 
scientists had been listening, spellbound, 
to the masterly expositions of Michael 
Faraday. For an hour he held his bril- 
liant audience enthralled as he demon- 
strated the nature and properties of the 
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magnet. He brought his lecture to a 
close with an experiment so novel, so 
bewildering, and so triumphant that, for 
some time after he resumed his seat, the 
house rocked with enthusiastic applause. 
King Edward the Seventh, then Prince 
of Wales, rose to propose a motion of 
congratulation. The resolution, having 
been duly seconded, was carried with 
renewed thunders of applause. But the 
uproar was succeeded by a strange si- 
lence. The assembly awaited for Fara- 
day’s reply; but the lecturer had van- 
ished! What had become of him? Only 
two or three of his most intimate friends 
were in the secret. They knew that the 
great chemist was something more than 
a great chemist; he was a great Christian. 
He was an elder of a little Sandemanian 
Church, a church that never boasted 
more than twenty members. The hour 
at which Faraday concluded his lecture 
was the hour of the midweek prayer 
meeting. That meeting he never neg- 
lected. And under cover of the cheering, 
the lecturer had slipped out of the hall 
and hurried off to the little meeting 
house.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


Freedom or Protection?—And if thou 
wilt walk in my ways ...I will lengthen 
thy days (v. 14). Dr. John Kelman tells 
how he and a friend named McKisson 
were on a trip across a corner of the 
Arabian desert. A half mile from the 
trail was the ruin of a temple they de- 
sired to visit. They made the trip. on foot, 
leaving the horses by the trail with the 
bridles carelessly wrapped about bits of 
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sage brush. McKisson’s horse soon pulled 
up the frail support and started on a 
gallop across the desert. The men, now 
returned to the trail, watched him as he 
stopped on a sand dune. There was free- 
dom if he went in the direction of the 
desert, but it was freedom coupled with 
death, for he could live but a short time 
without water. Then he looked toward 
McKisson. Here was obedience, but obe- 
dience coupled with life, for water and 
food and protection were to be found 
here. He looked in either direction, and 
then came down the slope of the dune, 
and placed his bridle in McKisson’s hand. 
—From the Intermediate Bible Teacher. 
Sent by Mrs. L. Bergquist, Camden, 
Ni. J. 


The Test of a Dream.—And Solomon 
awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And 
he came to Jerusalem, and stood before 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 
offered up burnt-offerings, and offered 
peace-offerings, and made a feas¢ to all 
his servants (v. 15). A man once applied 
to be admitted at Surrey Chapel, and 
stated that his conversion originated in a 
dream. “Well, that may be,” said Mr. 
Hill, “but we'll tell you what we think 
of your dream when we see how you 
walk now that you are awake.” After 
waking from his vision when the Lord 
appeared unto him, Solomon’s first act 
was to offer sacrifices unto the Lord as a 
true act of worship.—From “One Thou- 
sand Tales Worth Telling,” compiled by 
H. Pickering. Sent by W. C. Troyer, Ce- 
dar Valley, Ont., Can. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


SHALL WISDOM BE FOUND?” ; 
ig Job 28:12 


“Wisdom is the principal 
thing; therefore get wisdom: 
and with all thy getting get , 
understanding” ie 3 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
turn to thee with thanksgiving today for all 
thy mercies. Thou hast granted unto us bless- 
ings beyond our asking. Thou knowest our 
needs, and thou dost most lovingly meet those 
needs in thine own way. May we look deeply 
into this lesson today, considering with care 
the desire of Solomon’s heart, seeking also for 
ourselves in accordance with our place of 
service in this life, the same heart of under- 
standing that thy servant of old so greatly 
desired. In our relations with others may we 
not be governed by petty problems, or unfair 
judgments, but may we have wisdom from 
thee, and such advice as we may be called 
upon to give. And in straightening out diffi- 
culties that arise among those who are close 
to us, grant that our judgments may not be 
sudden and ill-considered, without any prayer 
foundation, and may our wisdom not be worldly 
wisdom, but that which cometh down from 
above. We ask this in the name of our Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Do you ever feel 
grieved because you are not understood? 
Perhaps some one who is over you in 
school or in business seems to have no 
heart at all to understand your real 
needs, your real character. But is it 
not true that folks think a good deal bet- 
ter of us than they would if they knew 
all the weaknesses and the mistakes that 
are found in our lives? What we need 
is a friend, a close friend, with an under- 
standing heart, who will be our friend 
through thick and thin, in spite of our- 
selves. That is the kind of friend that 
you and I ought’ to be to others, for 
others needs our help,—not by impul- 
sive, sudden notions, but by the under- 
standing heart on our own part, so that 
we may advise wisely and help thought- 
fully and lovingly, not swayed by mere 
prejudice, but by well-considered under- 
standing. Are you that sort of person? 
Why not? God wants you to be, and 
your wisdom can be drawn from his 
bountiful treasury. Will you have it? 


Let us pray. 
LET ,2&, (CHOICES 


WITH AN UNDERSTANDING HEART 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Blank Check—God said, Ask 
what I shall give thee (1 Kings 3:5). If 
some one who owned all the property in 
your town, and all the fine farms in the 
valley for several miles (like the late 
Farmer George Stewart, who owned 100 
farms in the great Cumberland Valley) 
should sign a check and tell you, “Fill 
it out for what you want,” for what 
would you “fill it out”? 

Well, this is. what God did for Solo- 
mon. And would you believe it, he does 
the same for you and all his children! 
Try these for convincement — Matthew 
7:7; 18:19; John 14:13. The Book is full 
of it. : 

Remember Nehemiah? When the King 
asked this’ Nehemiah cupbearer what 
was worrying him, and such a request 
from a King was signing a blank check 
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for Nehemiah, what did Nehemiah say 
just then? Nothing. But Nehemiah did 
the wise thing. He consulted God for 
what he should ask. Listen, my boy, 
here it is: “Then the king said unto me, 
For what dost thou make request? So 
I prayed to the God of heaven” (Neh. 
2:4). 


Would it not be a good pian when ° 


a chance offers to make an important 
choice to follow Nehemiah’s example? 
Take the matter of choosing a husband 
or wife, or a career, or a manner of life: 
How can you know the end from the 
beginning? Sure you can guess. But 
how many of the guesses are heart- 
breaking disappointments that line life’s 
highways as thickly as the filling sta- 
tions line the traveled roads to our great 
cities? 

For example: I can take you to strug- 
gling ministers who should never have 
left farm or shop. A lot of them apply 
in a swarm for vacant pulpits. If they 
had asked God about it and waited for 
the answer, he might have said, “Young 
fellow, your place is on the farm or in 
the trades. Your job is to hold the rope 
while the other ‘called’ fellow goes down 
where Satan is fought.” 

Solomon, as will be seen, did not hold 
out. But Nehemiah did. 


The Little Pump.—Give . . . thy serv- 
ant an understanding heart (v. 9). There 
are all sorts of hearts — hard hearts, soft 
hearts, loving hearts, trusting hearts, 
guilty hearts, mean hearts, willing 
hearts, and all the other sort of hearts 
you can remember to mention. 

Solomon asked for the sort of heart 
that insures all that is good, and cuts 
out all that is bad. 

The man or woman who possesses an 
understanding heart has the battle of 
life won. Or, as the boys on the street 
put it, “It is in the bag.” The other 
name of the understanding heart is 
“Wisdom.” And so all down the cen- 
turies the name of Solomon has stood 
for Wisdom (Matt. 12:42). 

Oh, yes, I know there were clouds 
over Solomon’s later years! Awhile 
ago I felt sort o’ “funny,” and saw my 
doctor. He applied his “lie detector.” 
It is an apparatus that makes a line on 
a disk to show how the heart is perform- 
ing. 

“Your heart is all right,” said the doc- 
tor. “The trouble is in the ‘pipes’ (ar- 
teries) to and from the heart.” You see, 
the heart is just a little circulating pump. 
(Prov.. 14:30; 19:21.) 

In my air-conditioning outfit I have a 
little motor-driven pump that circulates 
the ice water in the tank up through the 
radiator. A fan drives the 90-degree 
air over the pipes of the radiator and 
brings the washed air down to comfort- 
able 80 degrees. 

Now I believe the understanding heart, 
which is divine wisdom, is like my air- 
conditioning plant in more ways than 
one. For example: My motors are work- 
ing perfectly, but they have been in use 
three years. 

I make machinery and know its limita- 
tions. So I am replacing the three-year- 
old motor with a new one. You see I 
don’t want a breakdown some cold day 
next winter when we are “having com- 
pany.” 
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The understanding heart is just like 
that. Hearts, like motors and pumps, 
need looking after and renewal (Psa. 51: 
10). 

That is why we have churches and 
Sunday ‘schools and family prayers. 
Solomon’s “understanding heart” failed 
him when he “had company” because 
he had not with all his wisdom been as 
wise as this writer in renewing so im- 
portant a part of his “machinery” ! 


The Book of Proverbs.—If thou wilt 
walk in my ways ...I will lengthen 
thy days (v. 14). This text'is a prom- 
ise that should make most of us “set 
up an’ take notice,” as they say up the 
Welsh Mountain way. 

The question can well be, “What are 
God’s ways?” Well, here is a little 
library of 66 books I carry in my left 
hip pocket. Thirty-nine in the Old Tes- 
tament and three times nine, or 27, in 
the New Testament. It is a_pocket full 
of information about God’s ways. This 
pocket library had not been gathered 
together in Solomon’s day. Indeed, Solo- 
mon has contributed three volumes to 


the collection, both in prose and poetry 
— Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song’ 


of Solomon. 

I am wondering how many of the 
modern young men have ever sat down 
and seriously and thoughtfully gone over 
that remarkable collection of garnered 
wisdom known as Proverbs. I venture 
to say, comparatively few. 

One of our greatest captains of indus- 
try, upon being asked to what he owed 
his high place in the world of business, 
replied, “To the divine direction I get 
from a little book I always carry.” He 
reached into an inside pocket and drew 
out a well-worn five-cent copy of the 
Book of Proverbs. 

We had a dinner for the Iron Rose 
Bible Class awhile ago and invited as 
a guest the head of one of Philadelphia’s 
largest concerns, employing some 15,000 
people, all built up from a very small 
beginning. He brought a copy of the 
Book of Proverbs for each Iron Roser. 
He apparently thought this was the best 
service he could render my Iron Rose 
men. 

This Book of Proverbs is used by the 
Holy Spirit to map perfectly the “high- 
way” and the “side roads” and the “coun- 
try” through which young men must 
travel. The dangerous and swampy 
places are all so well marked with warn- 
ings, there is no excuse for a fellow get- 
ting mired. The places where to stop 
and “hang up” are all well lighted and 
easy of approach. 

Over against the words from Solomon 
I like these from his father David, “He 
asked life of thee, and thou gavest it 
him, even length of days for ever and 
ever” (Psa. 21:4). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say] fellaws,239 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


Lesson 


How tke Qi > Poach! tr Boek 

Beginning: “Open Sesame !” 

Discussion: What afe some of the pit- 
falls that are ever present today in the 
pathway of a fellow who is trying to 
make a real honest-to-goodness record as 
a Christian? 


Objective: Vigilance (1 Pet. 5:8-10). 











AY, fellows, Solomon the young king, 
taking his seat upon the throne of 
. David his father, had the magic word to 
open to him the wisdom of the ages. If 
all the power attributed to Aladdin’s 
famous lamp were real it would have 
been but a trifle in contrast to this 
“Open Sesame” which was uttered by 
king Solomon while under the spell of 
that vision in Gibeon. Truly Solomon’s 
fame was beginning on this momentous 
night, and God Almighty was graciously 
smiling with favor upon a choice young 
man. 

Solomon’s inaugural approach to the 
Great Creator of the universe was ideal. 
Look at the spirit of the man as reflected 
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in verses 6 to 9. Remember that God 
had just given him a “blank check” to 
fill out for any amount he might choose. 
Who would not be thrilled by the mag- 
nitude of such an opportunity to get 
wealth, power, and long life? 

Solomon made five good points in his 
response: (1) He acknowledged his 
debt of gratitude to God. (2) He ac- 
knowledged the high standing of David 
his father. (3) He acknowledged him- 
self as a little child — inexperienced, in- 
capable. (4) He acknowledged the great- 
ness of his responsibility “to judge this 
thy so great a people.” (5) He asked for 
wisdom — for “an understanding heart.” 

If he had studied a hundred years he 
could: not have made a more beautiful, 
a more gracious, a wiser speech than that 
to the Lord. “And the speech pleased 
the Lord.” And it brought to Solomon 
not only greater wisdom than was had 
by any other king, either before or after 
him, but it also brought to him riches 
and honor above that of all earthly 
kings. 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God [the 
wisdom of God], and his righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you” (Matt. 6:33). The Lord is ready 
at this moment to verify that covenant 
with you. 

And yet — and YET ! — after that mag- 
nificent beginning, and after the rise of 
a great king and the establishment of 
a marvelously glorious kingdom under 
the good hand of God, with years of 
power and plenty, and with the respect 
and awe of all the other kingdoms of 
the earth — even after that, glorious king 
Solomon went into an ignominious tail- 
spin. 

Read the fourth chapter of 1 Kings; 
then read the ninth and tenth chapters. 
Can “Arabian Nights” give you more 
thrilling splendor than that? Moreover, 
these are facts and not a fairy tale. See 
how God warned Solomon in Chapter 9. 
See the impressions of the astonished 
queen of Sheba. Then look at Chapter 
11, which starts out with “But.” That 
fatal “But” comes in to spoil some won- 


derful narratives of the Bible: “But 
Gehazi” (2 Kings 5:20); “But Jehoiada” 
(2 Chron. 24:15); “But ... Ananias” 


(Acts 5:1). “But king Solomon loved 
many strange women,” and these “turned 
away his heart after other gods”; “and 
Solomon did evil in the sight of the 
Lord,” and he built a “high place for 
Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in 
the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for 
Molech, the abomination of the children 
of Ammon. And likewise did he for all 
his strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods” (1 Kings 
11:1-8). 

Fellows, it just goes to demonstrate 
this inescapable truth: You may start 
out ever so fine; your conversion may 
be ever so genuine; your consecration 
may be ever so complete; your enthu- 
siasm for the new life—the Christ-life 
— may be ever so great; but you’ve got 
to be continually on the watch, and in 
prayer, lest you become useless to God 
and a tragic disappointment to yourself. 
Paul, writing to the Corinthians, said: 
“But I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, 
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I myself shouid be a castaway” (1 Cor. 
9:27). 

Saved? Yes, but “by the skin of your 
teeth.” Is that satisfactory? No. It is 
a pitiable sort of ending contrasted to 
that which goes on, from victory to fresh 
victory, winning battles for Jesus Christ. 
And when at last, in God’s own time 
one must lay down his sword, what a joy 
to say with Paul: “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day: and not to 
me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing”! (2 Tim. 4:7, 8.) 
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In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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When you are on Long Island viewing the 
New York World’s Fair, plan to visit Stony 
Brook School. Drive only forty-eight miles 
along the northern shore to the entrance of the 
campus.* 


The School extends to you its welcome. 


You will be interested in seeing the equip- 
ment and talking with the officers of this School, 
to which boys are sent from all over the world 
to prepare for college. You will, we hope, catch 
some glimpse of why many Christian parents 
have learned that they can trust Stony Brook 
with their boys. 


* By motor: Grand Central and Northern State 
Parkways to Westbury; Route 25 to Smithtown; 
Route 25A, Smithtown to Stony Brook. By. train: 
Wading River Branch of Long Island Railroad from 
Pennsylvania Station, New York City. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


This quarter we have a series of some- 
what unconnected character sketches of 
Old Testament kings and prophets, which 
we can make profitable to the small child 
by making a picture gallery. Make cut- 
outs of the characters. Get a Bible ency- 
clopedia or other book with ancient cos- 
tumes, copying them with tracing paper 
if you cannot draw, and color them. Do 
not worry about the faces, — children 
have wonderful imaginations. The idea is 
to have something they can see, about 
which to center the lesson. If you have 
a Scripturegraph board, use them on that. 
If you have none, take a board a foot 
wide, and six feet long, cover it with dark 
outing flannel, preferably black or dark 
blue. Back the cutouts with the same 
material, so they will stick to the board. 
Put one up each Sunday and leave them 
there until you have the whole set, re- 
viewing them each Sunday. Your first 
character is Solomon. Put him in the 
gallery. 











HIS quarter we are going to learn 

about some of the kings and prophets 
of the Old Testament, and we are just 
going to play we have their pictures. 
We haven’t really; we’ll just make be- 
lieve. And so, this is Solomon. 

Do you know who Solomon was? You 
all remember David, the boy who killed 
the giant Goliath, don’t you? Of course 
you do. Well, he grew up to be the 
greatest king Israel ever had, and his 
son, who ruled after he was dead, was 
Solomon. David had several sons, but 
Solomon was the one whom God chose 
to be king. 

In today’s lesson we read that one 
night Solomon had a dream and God 
appeared unto him, and asked him what 
he wanted most to have from God. Sup- 
pose you were asked what you wanted 
most of all, what would you say? (Let 
some of the children tell you.) 

You could never guess what Solomon 
wanted. His answer to God is beauti- 
ful. He said he was only a little child, 
and did not know how to be a good king. 
Of course he was grown up, but he felt 
so helpless that he felt like a child. He 
did not know enough to do the right 
things. And he asked God for under- 
standing and wisdom, so he could rule 
wisely and justly, and do the best things 
for the nation. Wouldn’t it be wonder- 
ful if kings and rulers today felt as 
Solomon did, and asked for wisdom from 
God? Some of them may. 

The Bible says God was pleased that 
Solomon had asked for wisdom. He was 
so pleased that he told Solomon that be- 
cause he had not asked riches and honor 
for himself, he would give them to him, 
too. 

God gave him wisdom, riches, and 
honor; and he reigned as king forty 
years. Men are still wondering at the 
riches of Solomon. They are still find- 
ing out more about the wealth and glory 
of his kingdom. Men think some of the 
kings today have riches, but Solomon 
had more. His court was the wonder 
of the world at that day. Even from 
far-away Africa came the Queen of 
Sheba because she had heard of his 
greatness. And his wisdom was so great 
that even now people speak of the “wis- 
dom of Solomon.” 
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William Jennings Bryan, a great man 
of a few years ago, said his wisdom came 
from the Book of Proverbs, in the Old 
Testament, a book which was almost all 
written by this same Solomon. 

You see how fully God kept his prom- 
ise to Solomon. No king has ever ex- 
ceeded him in wisdom, wealth, and 
honor. 

God hasn’t promised us riches and 
honor, but he has promised to give us 
wisdom, if we ask for it. In James 1:5, 
we read, “If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, ... and it shall be 
given him.” I think that is a good Mem- 
ory Verse for today. Print it on your 
cards. And any one of you, small though 
you are, can ask God for wisdom, and he 
will give it, if you are his child. To be 
his child, you must believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you become a child 
of God (John 1:12). 

Do you want to be wise? 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls the value of 
an understanding heart. 


Activity.—(1) During the quarter build 
two charts to show the causes of success 
and failure in the lives of the charac- 
ters. -Make one chart of light-colored 
paper, with the title: ‘Causes for Suc- 
cess.’”’ Use paper of a grayish tone for the 
chart: “Causes for Failure.’’ Each week 
have the girls determine why the lesson 
character succeeded or failed, and list this 
reason on the correct chart. Beside it 
place a small picture of the character. 
For example, this week you might write 
on the “Success” chart: ‘An Understand- 
ing Heart,’’ and paste beside it a picture 
of Solomon. 

(2) As these lessons deal with the king- 
doms of Israel and Judah, and surround- 
ing nations, the class should become fa- 
miliar with maps which show these 
divisions. A map study of Palestine and 
neighboring countries could be presented 
during Daily Vacation Bible School. 


Memory Verse.—“If any of you lack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 











IRLS, during the past six months 

we have had the glorious privilege 
of watching two’ men start forth in a 
world of sin and darkness to present 
Light, and Life, and Love to their fel- 
low men, and for twenty centuries that 
message has continued to glow in trans- 
formed hearts. Peter and Paul were not 
merely good men, or successful men; 
they were sinners born again by the 
grace of God, and that was the story 
they told as they traveled. That is the 
story that has come to us, and in which 
we may rejoice today. . “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners; of 
whom I am chief.” 

God’s Word contains untold treasures 
for us when we search for them. For 
the next three months we shall see the 
unfolding of a portion of his plan for 
the redemption of mankind. Do you re- 
member the provision which the Lord 
made during the Old Testament days for 
guilty man to have fellowship with a 
holy God? As we study the text of our 
lesson we shall discover this answer and 




















Lesson for July 2 


other factors that form a setting for the 
lessons of the quarter. 

1. Solomon’s Worship. As our lesson 
opens we find Solomon at Gibeon, the 
place of worship, where the Tabernacle 
used in the wilderness by the Children 
of Israel was located (1 Kings 3:4; 1 
Chron. 21:29). Here Solomon was pre- 
paring for communion with God. Ac- 
cording to the law of Moses, he was 
offering the burnt offerings. Each time 
he placed his hand upon the head of one 
of the thousand animals as it was 
brought to the altar for sacrifice he was 
anticipating, in type, the sacrifice of the 
. Lord Jesus Christ when our sins were 
placed upon him and forgiven at Cal- 
vary. In Solomon’s day the sacrifice, when 
once made, was not sufficient; but the 
sacrifice of Christ has become sufficient 
forever (Heb. 7:27; 10:10-14).. Therefore, 
the last verse of our lesson (v. 15) shows 
Solomon, upon his return to Jerusalem 
where the ark of the covenant was kept, 
once more offering up burnt offerings as 
substitutes for himself, the sinner-king; 
and peace offerings which gave that king 
fellowship with God (Lev. 1:3-9; 7:11-16; 
Col. 1:20-22). 

2. Solomon’s Prayer. Notice in the 
first verse of the lesson text how God’s 
graciousness was extended to Solomon: 
“Ask what I shall give thee.” Look at 
Matthew 7:7a and John 14:13 for two 
of the Lord’s gracious promises to you. 
Girls, how are our lives a revelation of 
our prayers? 

What did Solomon ask? Before he 
started to ask for anything, he took his 
eyes off self and worshiped God. Then as 
he reviewed God’s dealings with his an- 
cestors he located in the panorama of 
events his own individual and humble 
place. (1) Solomon was living in the 
period of kings (v. 6). How did this 
period originate? (1 Sam. 8:19-22.) Be- 
cause the Israelites had chosen to be 
ruled by kings instead of the Lord, Solo- 
mon found himself in his present position 
among his people. (2) Solomon was a 
member of the seed line through which 
the promised Redeemer would come (v. 
7; Gen. 3:15; 2 Sam. 7:16). (3) He was 
a member of a race chosen for the pur- 
.pose of perpetuating the knowledge of 
Jehovah among the peoples of the earth 
(v. 8; Gen. 13:16). Tremendous respon- 
sibilities did this young king face! 

What attitude did Solomon take toward 
his position? He admitted his youth, his 
inexperience, his lack of wisdom (v. 7). 
He realized his need of God’s assistance, 
and he asked for that which would most 
truly supply that need, — an understand- 
ing heart to judge his people, and to rule 
his country wisely (Deut. 16:18). 

3. God’s Reply. Look up and apply Isa- 
iah 65:24; Matthew 6:32, 33; Ephesians 3: 
20. Because Solomon humbly acknowl- 
edged his dependence upon his Creator, 
the Lord rewarded the young king with 
riches and honor, and gave in addition 
the promise of long life IF Solomon 
would but obey God’s law. Instead of 
meeting this condition Solomon failed 
(1 Kings 11:42). Long life would be of 
no value to one who would abuse it 
(Mark 8:36). 

Girls, why do we need understanding 
hearts today? Discuss: 
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1. We need to understand God’s Word, 
and this can be accomplished only 
through the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:8-14). 

2. We need to understand God’s will 
for our individual lives (Prov. 3:1-6). 

3. We need to understand the hearts of 
our neighbors in order to deal wisely 
with them in everyday contacts (Rom. 
12). 

4. We need to be filled with God’s wis- 
dom and grace before we can effectively 
present Christ to our associates (Dan. 12: 
3; Acts 1:8; Phil. 2:15, 16a). 

What assurance have we of receiving 
such a heart? Claim the promise of the 
Memory Verse at the Throne of Grace. 

Next week we shall discuss some of 
our opportunities and how we may make 
the best use of them. During the week 
you may gather suggestions for this dis- 
cussion, and review Proverbs 3:6. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 416) 


1. He was God's choice, and this was rati- 
fied by David (1 Chron. 22:9, 10). 


2. He went to Gibeon in the northern part 
of the territory of Judah. 


3. He spoke in a dream, asking, “What 
shall I give thee?” 


4. For an understanding heart and wis- 
dom to reign aright. 


5. It pleased the Lord, who granted it 
gladly. 


6. Riches, honor, and long life, if obedient 
to his Word. 

7. Solomon became the wisest of men, and 
his wealth and glory surpassed all others. 
His reign lasted as long as David's — forty 
years. 

8. He offered sacrifices before the ark of 
the covenant and made a feast to his serv- 
ants. 

9. David had brought it there some years 
before. 

10. He did not, but turned aside to evil 
ways when an old man. 
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J Refreshingly DIFFERENT! 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 9. Recreation for Enrichment. Col. 1:9-18; 
3:17. 


Sunday, July 2 


Why We Protestants Believe in 
Democracy (Acts 6:1-6) 





Mon.—One God to be worshiped (Exod. 
20:1-6). 

Tues.—A spiritual household (Eph. 2:18- 
22). 

Wed.—Life and liberty in Christ (John 
10:7-10). 

Thurs.—God above earthly powers (1 
Tim. 2:1-6). 

Fri.—Friendship and love in Christ (John 
15:12-17). 

Sat.—Brotherhood in Christ (Matt. 23:8- 











OD’S Word does not prescribe any 

particular form of government for 
Christians. On the contrary, God has 
tested out man under practically every 
form of human government and, under 
each, man has proved a failure. 

Man is responsible to govern the world 
for God. Instead, he has governed it for 
himself. Under the patriarchal form, 
the theocratic, under kings and dictators, 
and even under. democracy man has 
demonstrated his inability to treat his 
fellow man fairly and honestly and to 
honor God. And under the Judges, 
when “every man did that which was 
right in his own eyes,” came some of 
the greatest failures of all. 

Man likes to use the particular form 
of government under which he is living 
as an excuse for not doing differently. 
However, the day is coming when God 
will make one further test. He will 
give man an absolutely righteous gov- 
ernment controlled and headed by the 
Lord Jesus Christ himself. The laws 
will be righteous, and the execution of 
the laws will be absolutely impartial 
and just. Yet once again man will 
demonstrate an utter failure, for at the 
close of the millennial reign of the Lord 
Jesus, when Satan and his forces of 
evil that have been held in check for a 
thousand years will be released, many 
will be found who will be willing to 
follow Satan and once more do his bid- 
ding. Just as long as there is sin in 
the human heart, just so long no gov- 
ernment, however effective, can keep 
a man from failure. 

$e 

However, although God’s Word does 
not prescribe any particular form of 
government for Christians, there are 
certain fundamental principles in Chris- 
tianity that are reflected in one particu- 
lar type of government, the democracy. 
The government under which the people 
of the United States of America live was 
formed largely as the result of Christian 
influence and teaching. 

Those who came to this land in the 
early days and settled it were, in the 
main, those who sought freedom to wor- 
ship God-in accordance with the dic- 
tates of their own conscience. This 
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principle is definitely taught in the 
Scriptures. 


Christianity and democracy likewise 
have in common the principle that rec- 
ognizes the individual, the right of in- 
dividual judgment and of individual 
choice. Early in the church’s history, as 
recorded in the Scripture portion chosen 
for our reading this week, the church 
recognized the right of men and women 
to have a voice in the administration of 
affairs that concerned them, and made 
such provision. The democratic govern- 


.ment also recognizes this principle of 


the right of the individual and of the 
people as a whole to have a voice in 
the government, and it likewise recog- 
nizes the right of free assembly and free 
speech and of the free press. 

ye ; 

Let us therefore do all in our 
power, as Christian individuals, through 
the ballot and through our influence, 
to establish and preserve just and 
righteous government. But above all 
let us be zealous in bringing other 
men and women fhto a knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and of acceptance 
of him as Saviour, for only as human 
hearts are changed can human govern- 
ment really improve. 
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The Victorious Life 




















The Student and 
Young People’s Conference 


ITHIN a few days the Student and 
Young People’s Conference at 
America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, 
N. J., will be in progress. It begins on 
Saturday evening, June 24, and continues 
through the week until Sunday evening, 
July 2. It meets a need’for students 
and young people which few conferences 
today are meeting. The conference is 
planned especially to give students a 
firm foundation for their faith, clear 
away doubts and questions from their 
minds, and show them the way to a life 
of victory over sin and power in service. 
The conference will be under the lead- 
ership of the Rev. Robert C. McQuilkin, 
D.D., President of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege, ‘Columbia, S. C. Dr. McQuilkin, 
a man of wide experience with students 
and young people, will have the Bible 
Hour each morning at nine. The Mis- 
sionary Hour at 10.15 daily, except Sun- 
day, will be under the direction of Mrs. 
J. Harvey Borton, formerly of India. A 
missionary message will be brought each 
morning by O. Van Steenberghe, D.D., 
Co-Director of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion. 

Bishop William Culbertson, D.D., of 
the Reformed Episcopal Church will 
speak at the Victorious Life Hour daily 
at 11.30. The music of the conference 
wili be under the direction of Douglas 
Davies of the Pilgrim Broadcast, and 
Kenneth M. Scott will be at the piano. 

In the afternoons the young people 
may enjoy many different types of rec- 
reation, including boating, canoeing, 
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swimming, tennis, baseball, and other 
sports. The fellowship with other Chris- 
tians, many of whom have come long 
distances to attend the conference, is 
a great blessing in itself. 

An evening meeting, followed by 
Prayer Groups, completes the program 
for the day. 

There is still opportunity for you to 
get reservations for this conference, if 
you will write at once to the Victorious 
Life Testimony, 506 Commonwealth 
Building, 1201 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. Programs will be sent on request. 
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Black Hawk 
7 By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


66 NEW pond full of wild ducks at 
Goshen,” telephoned the Artist in 
mid-March, and the next Saturday after- 
noon found us on our way to said pond. 
The day was one of those bright ones, 
full of sunshine, which look warm but 
are in fact bitter cold. There was no 
sign of leaf nor opening bud among the 
trees as we rolled along, yet the birds 
were back earlier than usual. 

Ever since January there had been 
flocks of robins. Grackles and blue- 
birds had arrived in February and the 
Artist had found vesper sparrows, field 
sparrows, fox sparrows, phoebes and 
myrtle warbler already in March. 

The week before he had come across 
a talented starling, who sat in a tree 
and first imitated a bobwhite. Then he 
gave the rolling, “quick, quick, quick,” 
of a flicker, followed by the minor “far- 
away, faraway,” of a white-throated 
sparrow, and ended his performance by 
mewing like a catbird. 

At last we reached the lake which 
turned out to be the reservoir for the 
town of West Chester. As we stared 
down at the gray-blue water, rippling 
under a March wind, we saw around 
a bend in the long lake a flock of large 





‘birds floating on the water. They had 


black heads and necks and each one 
wore a white bib beneath its throat, and 
they kept up a chuckling conversation 
among themselves. 

“Canada geese,” we all exclaimed to- 
gether, and counted eighty-seven of them 
in the flock. 

Beyond them were ducks. Some of 
them we recognized easily as black 
ducks and mallards with their green 
heads. Then there were pintails which 
showed long, slim tail feathers when 
they flew, and a flock of ducks which 
showed white sides and black backs and 
heads, ringnecks from the South. They 
had gray-blue marks around their bills 
and the drakes had a chestnut-colored 
ring around their glossy necks. 

There were other ducks showing white 
almost to the middle of the back with 
green or red heads, and we knew them 
to be male and female American mer- 
gansers, those fish-eating ducks with 
narrow, toothed bills. 

There was a pair of hooded mergan- 


sers, the drake showing a big white 











Lesson for July 2 


patch on the side of his head. The rest 
of the ducks were baldpates, also known 
as widgeon, with a white spot on the top 
of their heads. 

While the ducks were being identified, 
I retreated to a little patch of woods 
and there saw my first fox sparrows of 
the year and heard them sing lovely, 
disconnected golden notes. 

I was called back to the pond by loud 
shouts from my friends, who had seen 
a big, tawny bird fly_up from the marsh, 
across the pond and settle down in the 
long grass on the other side and they 
were sure that it was a short-eared owl. 
Later on we saw a magnificent male 
marsh hawk with his white rump-patch 
and blue-gray back, looking almost like 
a gull as he quartered back and forth 
across the marsh. 

The last bird of the day was one that 
I had never seen before. We were just 
starting for home when across a patch 
of woodland flew a great black bird. 
Three flaps and a sail was the cadence 
of his flight, and he was nearly as large 
as a red-tailed hawk, the biggest of the 
Buteos. 

As we fixed our field glasses on him 
we could see a white bar at the base of 
the tail and we identified him beyond 
question as the black form of the rough- 
legged hawk. 

Once, down at Bombay Hook, in Dela- 
ware, I was climbing a tree to an ‘eagle’s 
nest and. clinging like a tree toad to a 
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huge trunk fifty feet from the ground, 
when my companions shouted that a 
black hawk was flying over. I did not. 
dare even to turn my head and so missed 
the bird, which was finally entered at 
long last on my life-list on that March 
day. 
HAVERFORD, Pa. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Comrhittee. 
June 26 to July 2 
Mon.—1 Kings 2:1-4. 
Counsel of a Good Father. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “David ... 
charged Solomon his son.” God’s bless- 
ing attends the Christian education of 
children. Bible texts stored in fertile 
minds bring forth good fruit in later 
years. The obligation to give children 
knowledge of moral subjects, with en- 
forcing examples, rests upon Christian 
fathers and mothers. Be a holy school 
master as well as parent. Pray for Jew- 
ish refugees. 
Tues.—1 Kings 3:5-9. 
Prayer for an Understanding Heart. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Give ... thy 
servant an hearing heart” (marg.). Wis- 
dom enters the heart with fear of the 
Lord. Reverence is the door to knowl- 
edge. Pray as did Solomon for a 
“hearkening” heart. “Ask, and it shall 
be given.” God gives wisdom liberally 
to all who pray in faith (Jas. 1:5). Pray 
for the Pioneer Mission Agency, 1201 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Wed.—1 Kings 3:10-15 
Getting More Than Asked. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have also given 
thee that which thou hast not ask 
God loves to give “exceeding” abundant 
blessings. This is true of his pardon, 
peace, and favors. “Ask, ... that your 
joy may be full” (John 16:24). God’s 
over-and-above blessings are for you. 
He loves to give us “good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over” (Luke 6:38). Pray for 
Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1311 S. Kedzie 
Avenue, Chicago. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 9:22-28, 
Exceeding in Riches and Wisdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Solomon passed 


sall the kings of the earth in riches and 


wisdom.” His superwisdom may be dem- 
onstrated by its various kinds, degrees 
of resemblance, and uniformity. His 
scientific mind never has been equalled 
Modern educators have not 
attained to the philosophical mind of 
Solomon. The Proverbs and Ecclesiastes 
exhibit this fact. (See, for example, Ec- 
clesiastes 1:6-10.) Pray for more preach- 
ing on “the judgment to come.” 


Fri.—Proverbs 8:13-18. Finding Wisdom. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The man that 
findeth wisdom.”*Wisdom must be sought 
out. It is like hidden gold. “The depth 
saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, 
It is not with me.” Wisdom is from God. 
“The fear of the Lord is the instruction 
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of wisdom.” A good understanding have 
all they that put their trust in him (Prov. 
15:33). Pray for the Advent Testimony, 
London, Eng. 


Sat.—Ecclesiastes 1:12-18. 
The Vanity of Worldliness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Vanity of vani- 
ties; all is vanity.” The socially discon- 
tent have discovered this fact. “Dis- 
illusionment and futility” are inescapable 
for the materialistic-minded. Pessimism 
and confusion are the sure effects of 
worldliness. With Christ all is verity; 
without him all is vanity. Pray for 
Church Mission to Jews, 16 Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, London, W. C. 2. 


Sun.—James 3:13-18. 
“The Wisdom That Is from Above.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wisdom... from 
above.” Heavenly wisdom has notable 
characteristics. Its seven unmistakable 
features are mentioned in this passage. 
Test your wisdom, and that of others, 
by these marks. A minister read these 
words to his quarreling, official brethren. 
They were breaking up in serious dis- 
union. Immediately the quarrel ended, 
and a love feast followed confessions of 
un-Christlessness. Test your wisdom by 
these criteria. Pray for Barbican Mis- 
sion to the Jews, 82 Whitechapel Road, 
London. 





sSISTER ABIGAIL 


(Abigail Townsend Luffe) 


Passed peacefully into the poate of 

her Lord May 30, 3939. e “ being 

dead yet speaketh.” sad” the New 

Edition of her Biography, *‘ Sister 

Abigail.” $1.10 postpaid, with 50 
cts 


SWORD & SHIELD BOOK STORE 
38-40 W. Haron St., Buffalo, N.Y. 


LARGE POSTERS 











OF PACE CARTOONS 


Hundreds of these poster sets now in use are 
proving that millions will stop to read the Gos- 
-pel as they pass church bulletin boards, store 
windows orany of the scores of places that they 
may be displayed. While you earn a living, or 
while you sleep, these powerful “‘ preachers ”’ 

will reach souls for a cost of little more than 


A PENNY A DAY 


Every church ye afford to have at least one 

of these sets of 52, 16% x 19, posters at work. 

A new poster for each week of the year will 

demand attention and:will create a reader in- 

terest. Scores of testimonies prove this. 

Set of 52 Posters with display frame, $5.20; 

set without frame, only $4.00; sample 

packet cartoon tracts, 25 cents. 


GospelTrath Poster Service, Findlay, Ohio 











“It’s Suicide or Christ” 


For tens of thousands of oppressed Jews in Europe 
Christian! You can help to win many of them to Christ! 


and the distress and pitiful condition of the Jews on the Con- 

tinent of Europe. Multitudes of them are stretching out 
eager hands toward Christ. Two consecrated evangelists, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Stewart, are co-operating heartily with us in the care- 
ful distribution of thousands of New Testaments, in Hebrew and 
other languages, among the distressed people of Europe. In a 
recent letter, Mr. Stewart says: 


OP imagination can scarcely picture the terrible persecution, 


“Many Seeking the Saviour” 


“In Czechoslovakia God’s people love the Jews and have a burden 
_ for their salvation. The poor Jews are desperate, and come flocking 
under cover of darkness, asking our believers to shelter them — as 
they are afraid to live in their own homes. Many of them are sin- 
cerely seeking the Saviour. Your New Testaments are just the thing 
for thém. Outside of one town, whick I dare not mention, there are 
300 Jews sleeping in an old factory, under awful conditions. 
“What marvelous oppor- 
tunity we have now, and 
will continue to have, God 
willing, during the coming 
months, to give these 
New Testaments to trem- 
bling, anxious souls! 
Surely God has raised 
up the Million Testaments 
Campaigns for such a 
time as this! I speak out 
of the very depths of my 
soul. Do stir up God’s 
people in America and 
Canada to pray for poor 
Israel in the awful travail 
that has come upon them 
just tow in Europe. 
It’s suicide and hell; or 


Christ and Heaven for 
tens of thousands of 
them!” 


Through Mr. and Mrs. 
Stewart, and many other 
consecrated workers, we 
hope shortly to place tens 
of thousands of New Tes- 
taments in the hands of 
these perishing Jews of Europe. They are truly stretching out piti- 
ful hands for spiritual as well as material help, in this their hour of 
terrible tribulation. 

After more than a year of preparation, the Prophecy Edition 
of the New Testament in Hebrew is now ready. These Books 
are for prayerful presentation to Jewish people in Europe, Pales- 
tine, and other lands, who prefer to read the Word of God in the 
Hebrew tongue. 

The edition consists of 50,000 copies. The Hebrew New Testa- 
ments, like the English ones, are beautifully printed and’ bound. 
The attractive appearance of the Book helps to find favor in the 
eyes of the Jews. These Prophecy New Testaments are not given 
out indiscriminately, but only to those Jews who will agree to 
read them. 


Rabbi Converted Through New Testament 


The Hebrew New Testaments are also urgently needed in Pales- 
tine at the present time. We have just sent letters to the mis- 
sionaries and workers in. Palestine asking them to make application 
for both Hebrew and English New Testaments. They are eagerly 
requesting them. A missionary in ancient Tiberias, on the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee, has just written to us that he is delighted 
with the English New Testament, and is greatly pleased at the 
prospect of receiving Prophecy New Testaments in Hebrew. He 
says : 

“Owing to the troubles here the Jewish people are turning more 
and more to think about their Scriptures. Where a few years ago 
materialism and atheism were rampant, now there is a thirst for 





A STREET FILLED WITH JEWS IN A CITY IN EUROPE. 
See the look of bewilderment and anxiety on the faces of the people. 





the Word of God. Some are finding the Saviour. Last year there 
was a most remarkable happening. One of the leading Jewish 
rabbis was converted — when actually engaged in persecuting the 
Hebrew Christians—by reading a New Testament which a 
stranger in the train gave to him.” 

This ex-rabbi is truly_a kind of modern Saul of Tarsus. Saul 
was persecuting the Christians, and was saved by a vision of 
Jesus in a dazzling light from Heaven. This former rabbi, Mr. 
Chil Slostowski, was also persecuting the Christians, and was 
converted by getting a glimpse of Jesus through the glorious light 
of the Word of God. 

Already 6,000 copies of the Prophecy New Testament in Hebrew 
have been forwarded to Palestine. The Jews there love the 
Hebrew tongue, and the New Testament in that language makes 
a strong appeal to them. The Rev. Ralph Fried of Jerusalem, 
himself a Hebrew Christian, is heartily co-operating in forwarding 
the Prophecy New Testaments both in Hebrew and in English 
to missionaries and pastors and workers throughout Palestine. 

Will you help us in 
placing the life-giving 
Word of God in the hands 
and hearts of multitudes of 
Jews in Europe and Pales- 
tine and other lands in this 
their hour of heart-break 
and suffering? As we 
see these thousands of 
“wounded” and distressed 
Jews in Europe, shall we, 
like the priest and Levite 
of long ago, pass by “on 


the other side”? Or shall 
we, like the Good Sa- 
maritan, pour into their 


wounded and broken hearts 
the healing balm of the 
Word of God? 

God is touching the 
hearts of many of His chil- 
dren, in lands near and far, 
to help in the glorious work 
of placing New Testaments 
in the hands of the 
Jews. Americans, Cana- 
dians, Australians, British, 
Chinese, Japanese, and 
even lepers and others in the Philippine Islands—all are gladly 
praying and giving so that God’s Word may be put into the hands 
of Jews in this their time of dire distress, to lead them out of 
darkness into the glorious light and liberty of the Gospel. Will 
you also help, by praying daily and fervently, and by giving freely 
and speedily? ‘* 

Under the title of “Convinced. and Converted” we have just 
published a folder giving the stirring story of the conversion of an 
American Jewess through reading the New Testament and through 
the prayers and efforts of Christian friends. Upon request we 
will gladly send donors free copies of this inspiring narrative. 
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MILLION TESTAMENTS CAMPAIGNS 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ar 


DEAR SIRS: I am enclosing... ....... dollars to help in 
providing New Testaments in Hebrew and other languages for Jewish 
people in Europe, Palestine, and other lands, in this hour of their great 
distress. 

po Ca copies of the folder, “ Convinced and 
Converted,” free of cost, to interest others in the work of winning Jews 
to Christ with the Word of God. 
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